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The Leader of the European Parliamentary 
Labour Party (EPLP), Glenis Willmott, provided 
Brussels Labour with her thoughts on the 
challenge of the 2014 Euro elections against 
the background of an increasingly Eurosceptic 
atmosphere in Britain.   

Glenis noted that there will be a massive fight 
about our place in Europe. She said that David 
Cameron has made a series of gestures to 
appease Eurosceptics but this has not brought 
him results against Ukip who, on the contrary, 
continue to take Conservative votes. Ukip has in 
fact moved on to targeting Labour seats in view 
of the local elections. Glenis warned those 
present that we must realise that they are a 
threat, not a tactical ally against the Tories.  
Labour needs to develop effective messaging to 
counter Ukip, Glenis argued. Indeed, Ukip 
policies and the leadership of Nigel Farage 
should be scrutinised much more closely.   

She continued by stressing that the Party should 
be proud of its successes in Europe.  For example, 
the EPLP has been instrumental in achieving 
caps on bankers’ bonuses, strengthening 
passengers’ rights and defending civil rights 
abroad. In the future, Labour needs a clear, 
distinctive vision, and we should present an 
alternative to the current version of Europe, 
which is based on austerity. 

Glenis asked Brussels Labour to propose some 
key messages or pledges that could be used on 
the doorstep in the 2014 elections. She added 
that this could be really valuable in increasing 
the confidence of our activists and Members of 
Parliament to go out and fight a positive 
campaign on Europe.  Our Chair, Jo Wood, asked 
Keir Fitch and Martin Dawson to lead the 
development of some proposals (see right).   

There was a lively discussion with branch 
members.  Proposals included launching the idea 
of a Charter on Jobs and Growth as a platform 
for a distinctive policy agenda; the need to take 
into account the novelty of a Socialist candidate 
for Commission President; the opportunity for a 
pro-European message given by the House of 
Lords report on the EU and justice and home 
affairs; and recasting the debate on immigration 
to address all discriminatory practices on the 
labour market. 

Let’s be proud of our  
successes in Europe 

A positive vision of Europe: The austerity 
treatment prescribed by the Tories and 
LibDems is both failed policy and has hurt the 
weakest most and has failed the economy.  

Labour and other progressive parties across 
Europe will bring down unsustainable deficits 
in a fair way.  We will keep caps on bankers' 
bonuses. We will promote targeted 
investments that create jobs and get the 
economy moving. 

A Europe that works: Labour is working with 
European partners to develop a youth job 
guarantee scheme to fight unemployment 
among young people.  Labour MEPs will also 
fight to protect your hard-earned rights at 
work. 

An open but fair Europe: Labour recognises 
the important economic and cultural roles 
played by people moving to work in different 
European countries. But the system must be 
fair. Labour MEPs will fight to prevent any 
undercutting of workers’ wages or rights. We 
will engage in debates on EU policies, not 
shout from the sidelines.  

A Europe that empowers and protects you: 
The EU has delivered for consumers: thanks 
to common rules Britons now enjoy cheaper 
holidays, lower roaming charges, safer 
products and greater choice.  

A sustainable and greener Europe: Some 
problems are too big to solve alone. Climate 
change is a challenge that needs to be solved 
by working together.  

Labour MEPs will continue to back EU tough 
EU action on climate change promoting ways 
to protect the environment and the 
consumer, aimed at high energy bills as well 
as rising sea levels. We will ensure that the 
British voice in climate talks with the US, 
Russia, China and others is made louder by 
cooperating with our European partners.  

A louder British voice: At the top of the 
world’s largest trading block the UK has more 
influence in global trade and international 
issues. We offer a gateway to global investors 
into the world’s largest single market as well 
as empowering our business to compete on 
the global scale. We will support for 
development and democracy abroad because 
it is in line with our values as well as being in 
our own self-interest. 

For further information please contact Martin 
Dawson and Keir Fitch, via the Secretary. 

Brussels Labour draft policy points 



A letter arrived, signed by one Belinda 
Pyke, and suddenly the years rolled 

back to when the Brussels Party was less than 
half its current age and, as the cliché goes, it 
was as yesterday... while Belinda is still in her 
role of leading light - undimmed! 

It's good to be remembered in my old-crockage, 
as it were, but the memory is not as good and I 
was always too politically busy or, regretfully, 
too lazy to keep a diary. Memories fade - so 
where to start? 

By the time I was transported to that great 
Labour Party in the stratosphere, full of high-
powered policy wonks, I had been through quite 
a number. Beginning at the age of 15 with the 
small Hackney branch, followed by a short spell 
in the independent Labour Party, moving with 
my new address to the Hampstead Labour Party.  

Rising, along the way, from Colonial Secretary - 
you can tell how long ago that was - to Prime 
Minister in the Hampstead Parliament - a 
glorified pseudo-parliamentary debating 
chamber, based in Hampstead Town Hall in 
North West London where my ‘premiership’ 
culminated in a dinner in the real House of 
Commons. 

However, the highlight of that ‘great’ office was 
expelling the late Robert Maxwell from the Party 
whip when his views concerning torture, as I 
recall, did not accord with humanitarian (let 
alone socialist) values. The rest is history. He 
later submitted to the Labour whip in 
Westminster!  

Then a brief encounter with the Portsmouth 
Langstone Labour Party during a general 
election - when the petrol was siphoned out of 
my postered car - and a much longer association 
with the ‘Dickensian’ Party in Great Yarmouth in 
Norfolk - then a marginal constituency which I 
nursed for five years.  

What followed were years of happy association 
with the Hackney Labour Party in East London 
where I served first as councillor, mayor, and 
subsequently Member of Parliament - until the 
harmony was shattered by imported militant 
factionalism, many stalwarts left and boundary 
changes finally eliminated my seat. What 
seemed like political death at the time gave me 
the opportunity of a lifetime.  

The call was announced - no mobile phones then 
- during a session of the third day of my training 
at a college for potential judges. At first I 
thought it was a hoax as I was required to call the 
then Conservative Foreign Secretary, Geoffrey 
Howe. In those few minutes, my landscape 
shifted overnight.  

After a few months of French language lessons 

in the Cabinet Office, a hectic programme of 
interviewing candidates for selection to my 
cabinet of six members who were either already 
ensconced in the Brussels machinery or would 
accompany me as experts and advisers in their 
respective fields, and one or two preparatory 
visits to Brussels, l was sworn in as a Member of 
the European Commission in the frozen January 
of 1985.  

The Brussels cityscape was transformed into a 
magical white world - at least from the windows 
of the Berlaymont or from my car speeding 
along the highway from one meeting - or one 
European capital - to another! Byways were 
impassable. 

How refreshing it was then to attend those first 
meetings of the Brussels Labour Party which 
seemed all sweetness and light in comparison 
with what I had left behind in London!  

But the Labour Party by its very nature is a party 
born out of dissent and this always leads to 
dynamic discussion. Our history of achievement 
dictates that we should, in an ideal world, treat 
each other as comrades despite some inevitable 
political in-fighting and the tackling of 
contentious issues. 

For this distinguished branch to flourish, there 
was no lack of political talent. I am delighted 
that it is now celebrating its 40th anniversary 
and I wish it the best of luck going forward into a 
new era of European politics with the movers 
and shakers of the European future among its 
members. 

Memories from a  
former commissioner 

“ 



Brussels Labour is now 40 years old.  

We have had a great time going through the 
archives learning about what former comrades 
debated and campaigned for.  

The irony is this: we are still, even today, living 
and working in the European Union, whilst our 
own government back home is trying to get 
support back from Ukip and other parties by 
promising an exit referendum.   

The lack of political leadership on the Right is 
allowing the UK to sleepwalk into an exit of the 
EU.  Labour is fighting hard to resist populist 
calls for a referendum and Brussels Labour is 
doing everything they can to support this 
position.   

Brussels Labour will develop materials to help in 
the European elections next year.  But we can't 
do it without you - the members.  And what can 
you do? Get involved. Please consider renewing 
your membership (or even join), keep in touch by 
coming to our Branch meetings, visiting our 

website, liking our Facebook page and following 
us on Twitter.  

Come to our event at Labour Party Conference in 
Brighton in September, come to the John 
Fitzmaurice lecture in October (we have a very 
cool speaker lined up).  And don't forget - next 
year we will be campaigning in the UK and in 
Belgium for the European elections - so don't 
forget to register to vote! 

Jo Wood 

The new members of the Executive Committee 
were elected at the AGM in March. They are Jo 
Wood (Chair), David O’Leary (Vice-Chair), Belinda 
Pyke (Treasurer), Paul Hagan (Secretary), Charlotte 
Billingham, Georgina Carr, Martin Dawson and 
Nicholas Elles, Isobel Findlay and Keir Fitch. 

Keir Fitch was thanked for his service as Chair; 
Frazer Clarke, David Earnshaw and Emma 
Eatwell were also thanked for their work on the 
committee as they stood down. 

Working together to win in 
2014 
Brussels Labour and the Irish Labour Party 
came together in May to host a very 
interesting, good-natured meeting focused on 
the prospects for the 2014 Euro elections. 

The first discussion was around the ‘policy 
points’ drafted by Brussels Labour following the 
request at the previous branch meeting from 
Glenis Willmott (see p2), the Leader of the EPLP.   

Participants stressed that we should take a 
position against a UK referendum on the EU and 
in favour of a socialist President of the 
Commission; on the economy, we need to 
address unsustainable budget deficits in a fair 
way; support for international development and 
democracy should be added; targeted messages 
should be developed for local audiences using 
readily available software; a proposal for the 
financial transaction tax.  

Members were also invited to send in further 
comments in writing. On this basis a plastic 
pledge card could be produced in time for 
Conference. 

Richard Corbett, member of the cabinet of 
Herman Van Rompuy, then spoke around the 
theme of the Irish dimension to the UK debate 
on the EU.  He was well placed to do so given his 
role during the Irish referendum on the Lisbon 
Treaty.  

The Irish have a legitimate say because a Brexit 
would have negative impacts, in particular 
around the Northern Irish border. Free 
movement would be put at risk as Britain would 
become the external border of the EU. If the UK 
then adopted lower social rights then nearby 
Irish businesses could face unfair competition.  

Richard explained that an Irish contribution to 
the British debate would be well received given 
our close ties.   

The Chair of Irish Labour, Aidan O’Sullivan, 
agreed that we have much in common, 
especially on the approach to social rights.  But 
he also pointed out some differences, notably as 
regards the euro. The Maastricht Treaty had been 
the real turning point for Ireland in the EU, 
entering a new level of integration.   



Bulgaria’s early parliamentary elections, held 
on 12 May, saw the Bulgarian Socialist Party 
(BSP) make progress - but not enough to 
become the biggest party in parliament. 

Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria 
(GERB), the party of the outgoing PM, Boyko 
Borisov, emerged as the biggest party, but does 
not have a majority and lost seats. The BSP, led 
by the President of the Party of European 
Socialists, Sergey Stanishev (pictured), more 
than doubled its number of MPs. 

By the end of May the President of Bulgaria, 
Rosen Plevneliev had managed to break the 
deadlock by persuading the parliament - 
narrowly - to back a technocratic government. 
The new government won the support of just 120 
members of the 240-member parliament and the 
new government hinges on the support of one 
member of the Ataka (Attack) nationalist party. 

The new prime minister, Plamen Oresharski, was  
finance minister from 2005 to 2009 under a 
Sergey Stanishev’s Socialist-led government, 
and the BSP leader backed Oresharski’s 
nomination.  

The new foreign minister is  Kristian Vigenin, 
who had been an S&D Group MEP. GERB 
officially opposed the new government but the 
administration includes a couple of ministers 
who are closely associated with the party.  

The election came about following an eruption of 
public dissatisfaction - and even rage - triggered 
by a sharp rise in electricity bills. Anger quickly 
turned on the GERB-led government.  

Boyko Borisov, resigned at the end of February in 
a move seen as an attempt to extinguish 
widespread national unrest. He also calculated 
(rightly) that early elections would give little 
time to the opposition to secure support and 
would also weaken attempts by smaller parties 
to mobilise and win of at least four per cent of 
the vote (the threshold to win seats in 
Parliament). 

The election campaign was marred by a scandal 
about illegal wiretapping, which became a hot 
issue not only in the country but abroad too, as 
the ‘Bulgarian Watergate’.  

The scandal concerned possible illegal 
eavesdropping in the Chief Directorate 
Combating Organised Crime (CDCOC) and 
became a major topic in the election after Sergey 
Stanishev accused a former interior minister, 
Tsvetan Tsvetanov, of giving orders to carry out 
illegal wiretapping. 

Further controversy came on the ever of the 
vote, when prosecutors announced that, 
following a raid, they had found 350,000 

illegally-printed ballots in a printing house 
owned by a GERB official.  

In the end, GERB won 30.7% of the vote and 97 
seats - down 20 on its previous showing. The BSP 
finished second, doubling its number of seats 
(from 40 to 84) and taking 27.1% of the popular 
vote.  

The Movement for Rights and Freedom (DPS - a 
centrist party that principally stands for the 
interests of Turks and Muslims in Bulgaria) won 
10.5% of the vote and took 37 seats. Attach won 
7.4% of the vote and will have 23 deputies. 

Although Borisov denied any wrong-doing on 
the part of GERB in the printing house affair and 
claimed that his party's electoral hopes had been 
hurt by other parties’ news conferences 
following the raid on Saturday (when, by law, 
campaigning must end) and sought to annul the 
vote. 

The result was a qualified success for the 
Socialists but demonstrates the scale of the 
challenge for the Left across Europe over the 
next year. While right-wing governments and 
their austerity policies have caused economic 
stagnation and social anxiety, people are not yet 
turning to socialists and social democrats for an 
answer. 

The next year - and especially the European 
elections - will be a big opportunity for the Left 
to show that it has a clear alternative vision for 
the future and the ability to address the woes of 
European citizens. 

Socialists progress but 
technocrats take charge 
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As many of you know, this year is the 40th 
anniversary of Brussels Labour.  

To celebrate, Brussels Labour has been gathering 
memories and memorabilia from members and 
others who have been associated with the branch 
over its four decades.  

As well as contributions from founding 
members, such as Alan Forrest and Peter 
Coldrick, Labour Party figures such as Neil 
Kinnock, Jan Royall and Charles Clarke have 
shared memories of the branch.  

In this edition of Germinal, we have featured 
memories from Stanley Clinton Davis, former 
Commissioner for the environment, consumer 
protection and transport, and Junior Minister for 
Trade.  

We have also compiled the memories into a book 
that tells the story of the forty years of Brussels 
Labour against the backdrop of the evolving 
relationship with the EU of the UK and of the 
Labour Party.  

You can order a copy for the subsidised price of 
€20 by emailing book@brusselslabour.eu. An 
extract from the book is also available on the 
Brussels Labour  Facebook page and website.    

Commemorative book 
on sale now! 

In the March 2013 edition of Germinal we said 
that Judith Kirton-Darling, ETUC Confederal 
Secretary, took over from John Monks in 2011. 
John Monks was in fact General Secretary, and 
was replaced by Bernadette Segol.  

Apologies for this error. 

Judith Kirton-Darling 

Please join us for our annual Summer Social on 
Wednesday 10 July.  

Once again, Maggie Coulthard and Peter Wragg 
have kindly agreed to host us at Rue Alphonse 
Hottat 33, 1050 Ixelles. 

It is advised that you take public transport as 
parking is difficult (bus 95 Ave de la Couronne, 
bus 71 Flagey, bus 59 Ixelles hospital, or tram 81 
Germoir or Brasserie stops). 

Please join us from 19:30 and bring a bottle! Out 
of respect for our host, the Social will end at 
22:30. 

Summer Social 

Please don’t forget to renew your Brussels 
Labour subscription for 2013.  

The easiest way to do this is to set up a standing 
order to pay your subs. The details for this are 
below:  

Rates 
€25 per annum 
€5 for unwaged people or stagiaires 

Account number  
001-1128765-52 
IBAN: BE64 0011 1287 6552 
BIC: GEBABEBB 

Account name 
Brussels Labour Party Group 

Bank  
BNP Paribas Fortis 

Are you up to date? 

Brussels Labour took part in the meetings and 
rallies organized by the Belgian Parti 
Socialiste around 1 May.  

The Fête du Progrès was very well attended and 
key moments included speeches by Charles 
Picqué, ex-Minister-President of the Brussels 
Region, and Laurette Onkelinx, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Social Affairs.  

This was also a great occasion to chat with local 
Belgian activists and reminisce about links with 
the Labour Party going way back! 

Fête du Progrès 


