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Politicians seem 
to have forgotten 
what the EU is 
for, so is it any 
wonder that our 
citizens grow 
more 
disenchanted or 
antagonistic? 

“ 
“ 

B aroness Royall of Blaisdon was very 
happy to be back in Brussels to deliver 

the 2011 John Fitzmaurice memorial lec-
ture.  

For her, Brussels bring together three of the 
most important things in her life democratic 
socialism, Europe and friendship – and there 
were many old friends in the audience whom 
Jan had met during her time in Brussels.  

Currently the Leader of the Opposition in the 
House of Lords and a Privy Councillor, Jan had 
previously been Leader of the House of Lords 
and a member of Gordon Brown's cabinet from 
2008-2010.  

During her time with the European Commission, 
she was a long-serving member of the cabinet 
of Neil Kinnock and then Head of the Commis-
sion's office in Wales before she re-entered 
British politics full time.  

She began her address started by recalling 
that she first met John Fitzmaurice in the 1970s. 
John was an Oxford contemporary of Jan’s late 
husband Stuart Hercock, who died 2010 of 
prostate cancer. (Jan noted her belief that Stu-
art would still be alive today if he had had an 
early prostrate cancer test - and as part of the 
introduction to her lecture, she reminded all 
men present, especially middle-aged men, to 
have the test.)  

Jan’s lecture began by looking back 16 years 
to the start of her time in Brussels – when 

Europe was a “beacon of hope” and there 
was optimism about jobs, growth and a pros-
perous future.  

She regretted that more progress had not 
been made during the good times and that a 
lack of sufficiently bold political leadership 
contributed to the current problems.  

Refreshingly she did not hesitate to be critical 
of some aspects of the European project – in 
particular the absence of the right mechanisms 
to manage the euro, and the fact that the EU 
institutions are too ‘distant’ from citizens.  

One recurrent theme in her talk was the na-
ture of the British press. A situation where poli-
ticians fear press reaction to their comments 
stifles them from saying what they really think 
- and so stifles meaningful broad debate on 
issues such as ‘Europe’.  

Jan concluded her talk by recalling John Fitz-
maurice fondly. “He was a decent and de-
lightful human being”, she said. Jan reminded 
the audience that he was active not  only in 
the European institutions and at high-level 
summits, but also on the ground: standing in 
elections where he had almost no chance of 
success, and taking progressive democratic 
socialism ideas and arguments to the door-
steps across the UK.  

Mark Major, with Kathryn Seren 

Thoughts on relighting 
Europe’s ‘beacon of hope’ 
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‘The Cost of 
Inequality’ 

shows that the 
market 

capitalism of the 
last 30 years has 

been an 
enormous scam. 

It has thrown 
social democracy 

into confusion, 
and put social 

democrats on the 
defensive, 

marginalised 
from the 

European debate 
over crisis and 

recovery. 

“ 

“ 
A round 1980, something changed: a 

seemingly unstoppable evolution in 
western societies went into reverse.  

For half a century the gap between rich and 
poor had been narrowing, a result of universal 
education, mass production, trade unionism 
and the rise of democracy. 

Yet within a few years this trend had been 
sharply reversed. The western world has wit-
nessed a dramatic growth in inequality, with 
the top one per cent appropriating almost all 
the fruits of growth, while lower income groups 
have stagnated or become poorer. 

Stewart Lansley’s central argu-
ment, impressively docu-
mented in a tour through the 
workings of modern capital-
ism, is that inequality caused 
the 2008 financial crash. 

The story of the crisis begins 
with an intellectual counter-
revolution. As western econo-
mies laboured under the 
1970s oil shocks, inflation and 
industrial strife, the ideas of 
free-market economists such 
as Friedrich von Hayek and 
Milton Friedman found an 
attentive audience on the 
Right. The theory was that 
with less government interven-
tion, efficient markets would 
be self-correcting; resources 

would be accurately priced and allocated. 
Faith in markets became the new orthodoxy.  

The impact on the distribution of national in-
come was swift and dramatic. In the UK, the 
income share of the top 1% more than dou-
bled in 20 years while the share of the bottom 
three-fifths fell from 40% to 33%.  

This shrinking share of wages in national in-
come created a new problem. If for 30 years 
the economy grows faster than wages, who 
will buy the output? 

Not every country can export all its surplus 
production. So the solution was credit. House-
hold credit in the UK expanded and retail 
sales in the years before the bubble burst 
were growing three times faster than incomes. 
The newly deregulated financial sector was 
only too happy to feed the habit. 

At the other end of the scale, fortunes were 
made from privatisation, deregulation of finan-
cial markets and a friendlier and more porous 
tax system. Instead of going into productive 
investment, this money fuelled asset price bub-
bles – notably in housing – and an explosion 
in financial engineering, divorced from the 
productive economy  

Lansley shows that there was no shortage of 
warning voices, but the financial sector had 
become ‘captured’ the political system.  

‘The Cost of Inequality’ shows 
that the market capitalism of 
the last 30 years has been an 
enormous scam. It has thrown 
social democracy into confu-
sion, and put social democrats 
on the defensive, marginalised 
from the European debate 
over crisis and recovery. 

As Keynes said of an earlier 
crisis, it is not new ideas that 
are the problem, it is getting 
free of old ones. We have to 
discredit the entire intellectual 
edifice. First step: make every-
one you know read this book. 
Especially if they work in the 
European Commission. 

Derek Reed 

Making the 
rich richer, 
and leaving 
the rest in 
ruins 
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On 7 March, 15 
Socialists & 
Democrats parties 
in Brussels, 
including Brussels 
Labour, came 
together for a 
reception at the 
Résidence Palace.  

Around 100 
people attended 
the gathering, 
which was hosted 
by Laurette 
Onkelinx (Belgian 
PS and Deputy 
Prime Minister of 
Belgium) and 
Pascal Smet 
(Belgian sp.a and a 
minister in the 
Flemish 
government). 
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T he next communal elections in Belgium 
will take place on Sunday 14 October. 

Did you realise you can vote? 

All EU citizens can vote in – and stand for – 
local elections in the country in which they 
are  resident.  

Casting your vote could make all the 
difference in your commune - but you have to 
register. If you haven’t done so yet, then don’t 
delay! 

Brussels Labour strongly urges you to take up 
this opportunity to support the socialist 

candidates in the Brussels communes, who will 
include candidates from other EU member 
states. At least two Brussels Labour members 
will stand. 

Your registration form has to be submitted by 
31 July 2012 and copies are available at the 
electoral registration service (service électorat) 
in your commune, with specific details 
provided on their websites.  

If you registered for the 2006 elections, then 
you don’t need to do so again. 

Belinda Pyke 

Belgian local elections - 
don’t lose your vote! 

brusselslabour.eu/ 
?p=841 

I n January, Brussels Labour welcomed 
Peter May from the London Region 

Labour Party and part of Ken Livingstone's 
Mayoral Campaign.  

Peter spoke to the branch just as Ken took the 
lead in the polls, which set the tone for a great 
discussion about the campaign and what the 
plans are in the coming weeks and months.  

Peter has been a member of the party for 
more than 30 years and an organiser for the 
London Labour for more than eight, so had 
plenty of experiences to share with the branch. 
This is the third London election he has 
worked on with Ken as the candidate and he 
is very positive about the campaign.  

Peter kindly brought a signed copy of Ken’s 
autobiography ‘You Can't Say That: Memoirs’, 
for the branch to raffle off. 

We also had the opportunity to talk to Peter 
about the possibility of Brussels Labour 
organising a campaign trip to the UK as we 
get closer to election day on Thursday 3 May. 

Due to the popularity of these campaign trips 
in the past, we plan to offer two separate 
weekends for a trip to the UK – one to help in 
Hackney and one to help in Islington.  

The proposed dates are 21 and 22 April and 
then, to take advantage of the long weekend 
and to help with the final push, we are 
considering a trip from 28 April to 1 May.  

If you would like to join either or both of these 
campaign trips, please contact the Secretary at 
secretary@brusselslabour.eu or come and talk 
to us at a branch meeting. 

Emma Eatwell 

How Labour plans to  
take back City Hall 
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Subscriptions - 
are you paying 
the right amount? 

T he Brussels Labour annual 
subscription rate is €25 

(standard rate) or €5 (trainees/
unwaged).   

The rate has been unchanged 
for at least the last decade, but 
some members still pay a pre-
euro rate standing order. 

We have tried to inform the 
affected members, but please 
check that you are paying the 
right amount. If you notice 
that you are paying €24.79, 
please amend your payment 
to €25.  

If you are paying €43.38 (the 
former ‘married couples rate’), 
please amend the rate to €25 
and tell us if we can treat the 
balance as a donation. 

Help us to celebrate 40 
years of Brussels Labour 

2013  marks the fortieth 
year of the UK’s 

membership of the EU, and 40 
years of Brussels Labour. 

At the start of 1973, a group of 
enthusiasts formed the British 
Labour Group (BLG) to bring 
together Labour Party members 
and supporters in Brussels. The 
driving force was Alan Forrest (at 
the time an official at the ICFTU), 
who became the first Chair. From 
the start, the BLG attracted high 
level speakers: on 29 March 
1973, George Thomson, the first 
British Labour Commissioner, 
spoke on ‘Socialism, International-
ism and the Common Market’. 
Over the years, the Party head-
quarters came to acknowledge 
the value of Brussels Labour 
(though it took 25 years to get 
formal recognition). 

We plan to mark the 40-year 
milestone through a number of 
interlinked strands, including: 

 a project to capture the memo-
ries of those 40 years from 
Brussels Labour members and 
others; 

 a series of events throughout 
the year; and 

 a gala dinner (as in our 25th 

and 30th years). 

We will associate the Party, in-
cluding our MEPs, in these activi-
ties, as well as sister parties - 
notably from Ireland and Den-
mark, which also joined the EEC 
in 1973. 

Work is now starting on these 
three different strands so if you 
would like to get involved, please 
c o n t a c t  B e l i n d a  P y k e 
(belinda.pyke@skynet.be).  

The intention is to complete the 
first strand this year so it can be 
launched at the start of 2013. We 
need your help to: 

 identify and contact current 
and former members, office 
ho lde r s  and speake r s 
(including in the UK); 

 carry out interviews, take 
photographs, and edit contri-
butions; and 

 package this into a narrative 
about the history of Brussels 
Labour and the development 
of UK and/or Labour attitudes 
to the EU. 

We will report regularly to 
branch meetings and in Germi-
nal on the preparations for Brus-
sels Labour’s 40th. 

brusselslabour.eu 
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Brussels Labour supports famine victims 
O n 7 December the Brussels 

Labour Pub Quiz was held 
at The Staff. 

The proceeds of the event were 
devoted to supporting victims of 
the famine in the Horn of Africa.  

Our very own David Earnshaw 
acted as master of ceremonies, as 
the teams took on seven rounds 

of teasing questions prepared by 
David O’Leary and Hywel Jones.  

The winners, named ‘Robbed Last 
Year’, had no cause for complaint 
this time around and won a bot-
tle of champagne each for their 
efforts.  

A raffle was also held, with prizes 
including a bottle of House of 

Commons whisky signed by Neil 
Kinnock, the Honorary President 
of Brussels Labour.  

Proceeds from the event, totalling 
more than €170, went to the Bel-
gian Red Cross’s relief response.  

Congratulations go to the win-
ners, and thanks to all who took 
part. 

T he Secretary-General of 
the Labour Party, Iain 

McNicol, came to Brussels 
Labour to inform us about the 
Party’s organisational review.  

He highlighted the need for 
the party and the leadership 
to integrate better, and for 
b e t t e r  d a y - t o - d a y 
organisation, learning from 
the past and from current MPs, 
MEPs and members. 

Events  
calendar at 
bit.ly/xnZxns


