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B russels Labour rounded off its 2011-12 
programme with a visit from László 

Andor, European Commissioner for 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, 
prior to its AGM on Tuesday 20 March 
2012.  

Before taking up post in 2010, Commissioner 
Andor was an associate professor of 
Economics at the Corvinus University of 
Budapest and was previously an adviser to the 
former Prime Minister of Hungary from 2003-
2005. He is a member of the Magyar 
Szocialista Párt (Hungarian Socialist Party - 

affiliated to the PES).  

Addressing Brussels Labour as he did on the 
eve of publication of the Commission proposal 
for an Enforcement Directive on posted 
workers - and with the subsequent adoption of 
the employment package in April - this is a 
critical period for the Commission in terms of 
its employment and social policy.  

Far from getting lost in the midst of the 
economic and financial crisis, Commissioner 
Andor emphasised that the social dimension of 
the single market has never been more 
important. Indeed a new dynamic has been 
created, with many different calls for a social, 
as well as fiscal compact.  

With strong connections to the UK (and in 
particular having studied at the University of 
Manchester in the 1990s), he took the 
opportunity to address the British question on 
social and employment law, particularly as 
regards repatriation.  

His experience was far more nuanced than is 
often reported and although less visible, EU 
added value (for example assistance for young 
people through the European Social Fund), is 
often highly appreciated by stakeholders in 
the UK, including those in the private sector, 
local government and the trade unions.  

Brussels Labour is grateful to the Commissioner 
for addressing the Branch and also for taking 
the time to answer a wide range of questions 
from members on issues including the political 
situation in Hungary, the Working Time 
Directive and the rise of populism in the EU.  

We wish him success for the rest of his term of 
office, particularly as a progressive voice in 
the Commission on employment and social 
issues.   

Isobel Findlay 

The Social Single Market 
is crucial in the crisis 
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L ocal elections were held across much of 
Great Britain on Thursday 3 May 2012. 

Despite very few seats being up for 
election this year, these were some of 
Labour's best results in local elections in 
the last 30 years.  

Across the English councils, Labour made 
substantial gains in the north, gained 
Birmingham (second largest city in the UK) in 
the Midlands, and won major southern towns 
including Exeter, Plymouth, Southampton, 
Reading, Harlow, Thurrock, Norwich, and Great 
Yarmouth. Labour gained a net 22 councils in 
England.  

Wales was no exception – Labour gained a 
substantial 231 councillors and either councils. 
Against expections Labour won Glasgow 
(gaining 5 seats) and made a net gain of two 
councils and 58 councillors. 

The only slight dent in the festivities was the 
loss of Labour candidate Ken Livingstone to 
Conservative Boris Johnson. This was however 
by a much narrower margin than had been 
predicted at 51.53% to 48.47% on second 

preferences. Importantly, Labour had an 
overall increase in the London-wide assembly 
vote of 13.6%, and also gained two list seats, 
totalling 12 of the 24 available seats.  

The British National Party failed to regain its 
seat on the London Assembly and also lost all 
136 council wards it was contesting. This 
included six wards the BNP was defending 
and another six where they won in 2008, the 
last time these seats were contested.  

This leaves the BNP with just two borough 
councillors and one county councillor. UKIP 
also failed to make overall net gains. 

 The elections have therefore given renewed 
momentum to the Labour campaign - Labour's 
national vote share has been projected by the 
BBC at 38%, with the Conservatives trailing on 
31%, the Lib Dems falling short at 16%, and 
‘others’ on 15%. In relation to the comparable 
elections in 2008, the Conservatives are nine 
points down, Labour 16 points up and the 
Liberal Democrats down eight points. 

Frazer Clarke 

UK local elections see 
substantial Labour gains 
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Brussels Labour spent May Day campaigning 
for Ken in London. We went to Hackney and 
Islington and had fantastic day canvassing 
for Labour.    

Although Ken did not get re-elected, Labour 
support was strong in Islington and Hackney, 
and we strengthened Labour's hold on the 
London Assembly.  The majority of supporters 
however had difficulties in knowing when and 
what to vote for given the amount of 
elections on the day (including the Mayoral, 
London Assembly and local borough 
elections, amongst others).   

One pleasant part of the day was meeting 
voters from all over the world and the many 
EU citizens ready to vote in London.  Of 

course, it was a real pleasure to work with 
our Labour councillors and organisers who 
are working tirelessly to get the vote out 
and represent their communities. 

Thank you to all those who came for a very 
worthwhile day out and to those in Hackney 
and Islington who helped organise the day. 
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On 27 April the annual Fête du Progrès was 
held in Brussels. The event always provides a 
wonderful mix of frivolity, politics and music, 
and this year was no exception. Brussels 
Labour were out in force to spread the word 
and encourage voters to register for the 
forthcoming communal elections. 

The party proved to be an overwhelming 
success, with Belgian MEP Alain Hutchinson 
and Secretary General of the PES Philip 
Cordery both joining in. Brussels Labour 
helped out in the ‘Village Rouge’ ‘European 
Corner’ along with the PES,  the S&D group 
and the Sister Parties to provide information 
on Socialist candidates in the communal 
elections. Helpers were on hand on to 
answer questions about the elections and 
how to register. 

A big thank you to all of those who attended 
the event and in particular Siham Nikhoul 
from the Sister Parties who organised the 
bulk of the activities in the European Corner. 

Georgina Carr 

feteduprogres.be 

D o you want to have a say in the work 
of your Commune? Do you care about 

the state of communal parks, public 
transport, schools and safety in Brussels?  

Do you want to choose the people who will 
run our Communes for the next six years? 

Then here are two important dates for your 
diary:    

 31 July 2012 is the deadline to register to 
vote in the elections. If you already voted 
six years ago, then you should already be 
on the electoral register. If you moved or if 
you are not sure - then the form is 
available on your commune's website. 

If you would like to convince your friends 
and colleagues to register, then let us 
know and we can provide leaflets about 
how to register. 

 14 October 2012 is election day. If you 
live in Brussels, all the lists are joint PS/
S.pA.  

Brussels Labour is delighted that we have 
three candidates standing on PS lists in the 

Brussels region. June O'Keefe is standing in 
Etterbeek, Belinda Pyke is standing in Woluwé 
St Pierre and Jo Wood in Ville de Bruxelles.    

In the next edition of Germinal, we will do a 
profile about the non-Belgian candidates who 
have an affiliation to Brussels Labour or to 
other socialist sister parties. 

If you are away 
dur ing e lec t ion 
weekend, you can 
ask someone to vote 
for you by proxy. 
They need to prove 
that  they are 
resident in Belgium. 
O t h e rw i s e ,  l e t 
someone in the Brussels Labour executive 
know, and we would be delighted to organise 
the proxy for you. 

We will be organising registration and 
leafleting drives. If you would like to get 
involved in the campaign, contact the 
candidates at election2012@brusselslabour.eu 
or keep an eye on brusselslabour.eu. 

brusselslabour.eu/
international/
elections2012/  

brusselslabour.eu/ 
?p=950 

Event photographs  
by risinsun 2012 
www.risinsun.net 
 



Catherine Trautmann delivered a Tour de 
Force on the recent French Presidential 
e l e c t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s 
the upcoming parliamentary elections 
and the future of the party at Brussels Press 
Club on 29 May for Brussels Labour 
members and local members of the French 
PS.  

Ms Trautmann, the leader of the French PS 
delegation in the European Parliament and a 
former Mayor of Strasbourg, said the recent 
victory of François Hollande in French 
presidential election had been a great victory 
for the party, but victory was never-assured 
until the end.  

Trautmann said that the victory had been a 
triumph of 'the efficient left' and has now 
opened-up new possibilities both in France 
and in Europe; Hollande and other leaders of 
the left can now challenge the prevailing 
Conservative narrative that the crisis had been 
a failure of left-wing governments like in Spain 
and Greece, which while it didn't stand-up to 
scrutiny, was widely believed.  

However she added that Hollande and any 
new French socialist government would have 
an important two year period ahead of the 
senatorial, regional and European elections in 
2014 to prove they could present a better 
alternative than the politics of austerity.   

With a view to the forthcoming legislative 
election Ms Trautmann said that it would not 
be easy for the left and that the party 

activists had already fought a long campaign, 
having had to support candidates in 
presidential primaries, the presidential election 
and now the quest for seats in the National 
Assembly.  

However she added that the defeat of Sarkozy 
had left the conservative side demoralised and 
embroiled in faction-fighting over the future 
leadership of the party, leaving the PS in 
better shape to win the elections.  

Trautmann, a former French minister of culture 
called for a better understanding 
of European culture and culture more 
generally by the new French government. She 
said that this would be particularly important 
to combat extreme-ring voters in rural areas, 
such as her native Alsace.  

Having served for a number of years as 
Mayor of Strasbourg she told of how she been 
the target of much right-wing abuse having 
thwarted Jean-Marie Le Pen's attempts to stage 
show-piece propaganda in the city. 

No stranger to interaction with the Labour 
party, Catherine spoke of having been at 
Labour party conference in Liverpool last year 
and having encountered great amount of 
support from people who wished the French 
left success in the campaign to unseat Sarkozy.  

She had great memories of Liverpool and 
vowed to continue her support for her British 
colleagues.      

Paul Hagan 

Catherine 
Trautmann 
cautiously 
hails French 
victory 
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O n 24 April Richard Corbett, current 
advisor to the President of the 

European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, 
and former Labour MEP for Yorkshire and 
Humberside provided the branch with his 
expertise on the crisis and the tools the EU 
has put in place to address the problems.  

Richard was keen to emphasise that despite 
popular opinion, the euro is strong, and EU 
action has been critical in avoiding 
protectionism and competitive currency 
devaluation (with the exception of the pound).  

However, the crisis has indeed been 
hampered by a lack of agreement amongst 
member states as to what the remedy for the 
problem is. This divide is both partisan and 
heavily influenced by the variety of different 
economic circumstances each country faces.  

Richard noted that you can counter the 
problems of the crisis with deliberate public 
spending against a country’s deficit but 
countries are constrained in their ability to do 
so because they either cannot (because of 
huge levels of public debt i.e. France, Italy 
and Spain) or will not (i.e. the UK). 

Richard then pointed to the rules and 
instruments that have been put in place to 
address the crisis at EU level. In regards to the 
EBA, Richard recognised that there has been 
some teething problems, but the wider 
consensus is that the coordinated EU approach 
has improved supervision of the financial 
system.  

Richard also noted that tools such as the euro-
Plus Pact provide the necessary peer pressure 
for member states to act in a manner beyond 
national economic interest.  

Despite this progress, Richard acknowledged 
that the social and employment aspects of the 
rules and instruments put in place post-crisis 

may indeed be lacking.  

He emphasised that the Stability Treaty was 
not austerity-driven, nor was it a threat to 
national democracy or economic sovereignty 
since budget powers remain at national level.   

He also noted that member states had never 
intended for a separate Treaty to be drawn 
up, but it was instead envisaged as an annex 
to the existing Treaty. 

The Q&A was lively, with much of the focus on 
the upcoming French elections and their 
impact on negotiations in the Council. Richard 
stated that historically, there been a Franco/
German left/right balance in Council, and this 
has changed only with Sarkozy and Merkel in 
power. This has had a major impact on the 
negotiations and outcomes.  

However, the election of a French socialist 
would redress that balance. On commenting 
on his boss, Richard was keen to state that the 
long term nature of the office of the President 
of the Council has been helpful in providing 
consistency to Council negotiations. 

When asked about the FTT, Richard stated that 
ideally, the tax should be at a global level, 
and that the UK and some eurozone countries 
will inevitably block the measure at EU level – 
without this support the FTT is unlikely to be 
the ‘gamechanger’ originally planned by some 
stakeholders. 

Georgina Carr 

An insider’s view of the 
euro crisis 


