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HIGH REPRESENTATIVE/VICE PRESIDENT //  FEDERICA MOGHERINI 

 

United EU is key to Middle East negotiations 

 

German Foreign Minister Steinmeier, HRVP Federica Mogherini, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 

 

On 16 January, 2016 we defeated the sceptics – 
again. After the international community had reached 
a deal with Iran on the country’s nuclear programme, 
back in July 2015, part of the ‘punditry’ was telling us 
that Teheran would never comply with its obligations. 
Six months later, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency has certified the full implementation of the 
agreement. Seemingly impossible things can come 
true, when the whole international community shows 
courage, resolve and unity. Our obstinate trust in 
multilateral diplomacy has borne fruit. 

The deal with Iran has opened new possibilities for 
regional cooperation. We will need more of the same 
determination in the coming weeks and months. For 
the first time we see a pathway towards a political 
transition in Syria, which would also allow for the 
Syrian parties to join forces against our common 
enemy, Daesh. And yet, these are not times for easy 
optimism. 

As we are about to enter the sixth year of war, no one 
can expect that the intra-Syrian dialogue and national 
reconciliation will be an easy task. The success of the 
Geneva process will only be possible if all parties 
recognise that there is no military solution to this 
war. This is just as true today as it was a year ago. 
With no ceasefire in place, Syria is doomed to more 
destruction – and the Syrian people to more  

suffering. The only way to save Syria is to implement 
the roadmap set out by the international community 

and by the United Nation’s Special Envoy Staffan de 
Mistura, and endorsed by the entire UN Security 
Council. The only way to save Syria is to preserve and 
expand the international unity that has led to our 
deal with Iran. 

Let me add that the unity of our European Union was 
crucial all through the negotiations with Iran, and it is 
just as crucial to end the war in Syria, to address the 
threat posed by Daesh and to manage the refugees’ 
flow coming from the Levant. As a Union we can 
mobilise unparalleled resources – in economic, 
military and diplomatic terms. Alone, none of our 
countries can cope with this era of global challenges 
and chaotic transformation. I have witnessed first 
hand that a strong engagement of the United 
Kingdom in our European Union’s foreign policy can 
best serve our shared interests as well as the UK's 
national ones. We contribute to each other’s 
strength. Together we can make the EU more equal, 
more democratic and more loyal to our common 
values – as vocally argued by the British Labour Party 
and all European progressives. An isolated Great 
Britain would make for a weaker EU – and for a 
weaker Britain, too. 

 

Federica Mogherini is High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-
President of the Commission 
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SHADOW EUROPE MINISTER //  PAT GLASS MP 

Pat Glass takes up referendum challenge 
 

 
 

When Jeremy Corbyn asked me to take the role of 
Shadow Europe Minister, I was very aware that the 
upcoming EU referendum made the timing of my 
appointment significant. 

The referendum is the single most important decision 
that will be taken in this Parliament. It will impact on 
this and future generations; it will have profound 
implications for our future prosperity, jobs, security 
and our place in the world and I fully appreciate the 
importance of my role as European spokesperson for 
a political party that is absolutely united on this issue. 

Our world is becoming more and more globalised. 
The problems that we face are complex and need 
complex and international responses. We cannot 
solve the problems of climate change, international 
terrorism, international crime, mass migration across 
the world on our own. We can only make progress on 
these things by working with others. If the EU justice 
network did not exist we would need to create it or 
risk criminals committing crime with impunity across 
our borders. 

Despite the growing importance of the service and 
financial sectors Britain remains a manufacturing 
country. EU trade is worth £400bn to the UK annually, 
52% of what we export nationally as a country goes 
directly to the EU, around 75% in the North East, 

where my constituents live and work. Millions of 
British jobs rely directly and indirectly on our 
membership of the EU; we paid £6bn to the EU last 
year and received £400bn in trade in return, and we 
received £1.2 trillion in investment last year because 
we are a gateway to markets in the EU. 

In the North East our reliance on trade with the EU is 
even greater. We are the only region of the Country 
that has a positive trade surplus. In this region we still 
make things and we export the things we make 
mainly to the EU. Last year we made more cars in one 
month in Sunderland than were made in a year in the 
whole of Italy and we export most of those cars to the 
EU. Hundreds of thousands of jobs in the NE rely 
directly or indirectly on our membership of the EU. 
Industries like car manufacture, chemical, mechanical 
and structural engineering all remain strong in the NE 
and most exports go directly to Europe. 

‘Brexit’ campaigners make a completely unrealistic 
and unsustainable argument that the UK can simply 
walk away from the EU and yet magically retain 
access to markets and trade agreements that exist 
precisely because of our membership of the EU. 
Much is made of the ‘Norway’ and ‘Switzerland’ deals 
when in reality these countries pay almost the same 
as we do per head to access the single market, yet 
they must abide by EU regulations and rules on trade 
and free movement of people, and they have no say 
whatsoever over those rules and regulations. 

The principal aim in establishing the EU was peace. 
Up until 1945 we in Western Europe committed 
genocide on one another every 20-30 years and 
whilst the EU is not the only reason why there has 
been peace in Western Europe for the last 70 years it 
remains the single most important reason. We now 
sort out our differences around a negotiating table 
and not on a battlefield. In an increasingly unsafe and 
unstable world, I believe that Britain’s future safety 
and stability lies firmly at the heart of Europe. 

‘Brexit’ campaigners wish to leave the EU at whatever 
cost to Britain’s economy and the rights of workers, 
and they deliberately hide behind issues such as 
migration and nationalism to persuade voters to 
support their position. However they have no 
answers to concerns about tensions with Russia and 
conflict in Eastern Europe, the future of the Irish 
peace process if borders between the South and 
North of Ireland have to be reintroduced, to 
international terrorism and climate change and other 
international problems that know no boundaries. If 
England votes to leave the EU and Scotland votes to 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLjZvd6pjLAhWqFJoKHSsYB_AQjRwIBw&url=http://labourmovement.eu/&bvm=bv.115339255,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNFMucIpNwWzUA0ozZuTfbldfdgUdA&ust=1456692977398483
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remain that could well be the starting gun to the 
break-up of the UK so it will not be plucky little Britain 
standing outside the EU it will be an increasingly 
isolated England on its own in an increasingly 
troubled world. 

I am a patriot and want to see Britain standing strong 
and leading in Europe. I do not believe that the EU is 
perfect, far from it, but I want to see a more social, 
progressive Europe that works for people by 
supporting a jobs and growth agenda ahead of one of 
liberalisation and privatisation, where we can build 
on our rights as workers, tackle the curse of zero hour 
contracts, work together to deal with tax evasion 

across the EU and build on agreed standards on 
climate change and international trade. 

I hope you will join me in voting to remain in the EU 
where we can continue to build a mutually beneficial 
future with our European partners. 

 

Pat Glass is the MP for North West Durham and 
Shadow Europe Minister. Article written as op ed for 
LME in January 2016. 

 

 

 
 

CHAIR OF LIBE COMMITTEE //  CLAUDE MORAES MEP 

European Parliament LIBE Committee in the 
eye of the storm 

 

 
 

As a British Labour MEP, being elected to Chair the 
Parliament’s LIBE committee – Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs – was a huge honour as it has 
become the Parliament’s busiest legislative 
committee and one of its largest. It was an unusual 
appointment given that the UK is not in the Schengen 
area and opts out of many justice and home affairs 
(JHA) issues. Yet the UK still chooses to opt-in to key 
JHA issues such as asylum.  Calais and our ability to 
deal with cross border crime will be key issues in the 
upcoming EU referendum. I became Chair when the 

refugee crisis was escalating and when the EU was 
facing some other key challenges that arrived 
squarely on our Committee’s doorstep including the 
Paris terrorist attacks and the aftermath, the debate 
over privacy versus security in the light of the Edward 
Snowden revelations and the Parliament’s data 
regulation to name but three.  

One of the key factors that has put the LIBE 
Committee in the eye of so many of Europe’s key 
controversies and debates is the fact that the Lisbon 
Treaty gave it competence in such a wide area. We 

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwin1b_x5ZjLAhUiQpoKHWxYAi4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/Bilder/EN/Nachrichten/2015/jha-council.html&bvm=bv.115339255,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNGyzLernj_9DYeE-TUVRRVNcOsV1A&ust=1456691727464504
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now cover migration and asylum, civil and criminal 
law, data regulation and privacy as well as the crucial 
rule of law mechanism as it applies to individual 
Member States. We also deal with the so-called 
security agenda, policing and the fight against 
organised crime and trafficking.  

The latter has meant that the LIBE Committee has 
quickly become a sort of values ‘barometer’ of the 
European Union, probing into the recent internal 
constitutional actions of the Hungarian, Polish and 
most recently Danish governments, and their alleged 
breaking of the rule of law and EU Treaties. This role 
of trying to marry the Parliament’s duties with those 
of the Commission as a sort of “guardian of the 
Treaties” creates continual but necessary tensions 
with Member States.  

However, to really appreciate the intensity of the LIBE 
Committee you have to look at the continual tension 
between our security and justice legislation and our 
duty to protect individual civil liberties, privacy and 
international obligations such as the right to refugee 
status within the EU.  

Such tensions were exemplified after the Paris 
terrorist attacks. A country, France, which had been 
pursuing a reasonably liberal attitude towards data 
protection, regulation and privacy compared to other 
western countries made a sharp change in direction 
towards national security and surveillance legislation. 
For the LIBE Committee this was an example of where 
major dramatic and tragic events also helped our 
legislative agenda. The EU’s ‘flagship’ anti-terrorism 
file on Passenger Name Records (PNR), which had 
been delayed in the European Parliament because of 
privacy concerns, suddenly came into sharp relief 
with strong Council demands for the legislation to be 
adopted as a major tool in detecting terrorist activity. 
The problem with an issue like PNR is that on the 
negative side the issue of mass data retention, which 
is not useful to intelligence services or to detect 

serious crime, needed to be removed from any EU 
wide legislation because of privacy concerns. The LIBE 
Committee finally voted for the PNR in December 
2015 after intense negotiations over issues such as 
proportionality, whether or not you would include 
flights from inside and outside the EU, whether PNR 
would be extended to serious crimes and the 
question of how much data would be collected. These 
issues went to the very heart of the EU’s major new 
role in understanding and regulating cyberspace and 
data in all of our lives so that privacy can be 
protected and also so security can be preserved and 
commerce can flourish.  

So it is vital that at the same time we manage to 
negotiate and vote on the massive Data Regulation 
Directive, the biggest piece of legislation in the 
Parliament’s history alongside the Data Directive 
which dealt with security issues and crucially would 
feature in regulating the PNR Directive. The role that 
the LIBE Committee has with the US on data transfers 
such as Swift (US Treasury) has also given the 
Committee very serious responsibilities in the security 
and anti-terrorism area.  

I believe the PNR example shows the European 
Parliament at its best, working with speed to combine 
much needed anti-terrorism legislation with  
safeguards to avoid breaching the privacy and civil 
liberties of Europeans unnecessarily.   

 

Claude Moraes is a Labour MEP for London and was 
appointed Chair of the Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs Committee in September 2014. He was 
the S&D LIBE Committee Coordinator for the previous 
parliamentary mandate from 2009-2014.  
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BRANCH MEETING //  LUCY ANDERSON 

The Labour view on the referendum 

 
 
Lucy was one of two MEPs who nominated Jeremy 

Corbyn for the leadership of the Party and at our 

October Branch meeting she spoke about her 

experience of the leadership contest.  She was struck 

by how Jeremy was universally respected in the 

London Labour Party even though many did not agree 

with his policy positions.  He was seen as a decent 

human being and that perception went a long way.   

The media immediately began to predict his downfall 

but in reality the media has a track record of getting it 

wrong.  The pulling together within the Party was 

happening and Jeremy had also started to engage 

with the vast task ahead in Scotland.   

The London Mayoral campaign on 5 May 2016 will be 

a key opportunity for Labour, where Sadiq Khan will 

have to battle hard with Zac Goldsmith to win 

through.  One of the advantages is that London 

Labour now has a vast membership following the 

increase in support during the Leadership campaign.  

European issues should be embedded into the 

London elections as many of the policy questions 

have a European dimension.  It was encouraging in 

this respect that the CBI is finally coming out and 

giving the lie to the so called “Norway” and 

“Switzerland” models.   

Lucy is a member of the Transport and Tourism 

Committee in the European Parliament and 

highlighted a number of key proposals including the 

Fourth Railway Package.  She agreed on the need for 

seamless networks across Europe and for social 

standards.  However the Council seems to want to 

drop the latter.   

Some would argue that the Package is incompatible 

with the Jeremy Corbyn policy of bringing back 

franchises.  Member States should have a prerogative 

on non-TEN routes about how they want to run them, 

as long as British Rail would not compete for 

European markets.    

In the discussion that followed Lucy outlined what 

kind of deal she would want from the EU in view of 

the referendum.  She called for a revision of the 

posted workers and agency workers legislation, 

ensuring proper enforcement to avoid undercutting 

workers’ wages.  Maternity rights and access to 

justice were other important social advances which 

had to be protected.  Cameron’s referendum strategy 

seemed flawed because, in any case, any 

amendments to migrant workers’ rights would have 

to go through the ordinary legislative procedure. 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQ7oey6ZjLAhUKJpoKHdu6AL0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.eurolabour.org.uk/cross-border-traffic-offences&bvm=bv.115339255,d.bGs&psig=AFQjCNH8W2UADvlXtmW8efTilqhbou0Erw&ust=1456692573006971
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At the last general election Labour lost the argument 

about responsibility for the economic crisis.  Now 

Labour should be careful not to buy into Conservative 

euro-bashing.  Our message should be focused on 

growth and jobs.   

As regards railways she explained her view that 

tendering of operating licences should not be 

obligatory but at the discretion of the state if there is 

added value.  The question should be, what is best 

value for taxpayers and passengers ?   

Regarding the third runway at Heathrow, she recalled 

that Jeremy Corbyn and Sadiq Khan are against.  

Aviation traffic is increasing fast but how sustainable 

is that in the light of climate change ? Also, West 

London is already gridlocked and further congestion 

should be avoided.   

Martin Dawson 
 
 

 
ENVI COMMITTEE // SEB DANCE 

COP21 and EU show up Cameron 

 

 
The dust is finally settling on the 21st meeting of the 
UNFCCC -the UN body that oversees the world's 
climate change commitments- and the EPLP, PLP and 
policy makers worldwide are assessing what the 
outcome of Paris COP21 will have on our work and 
our communities. 
 
While the post COP spotlight is falling fairly and 
squarely on big emitters such as China and the US,   
both the European Commission and the scientific 
community in the UK are posing awkward questions 

about the ability of the UK Government to fulfil its 
commitments at both EU and international levels. 
 
During the Paris conference and in the wake of the 
agreement, Amber Rudd, the Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change, lauded the deal as a 
great achievement and boasted of the UK’s influential 
role. But the government’s rhetoric flatters to 
deceive, as the Tories continue to reverse Labour 
policies on renewable technology and ambitious 
climate commitments. 
 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja__Cxy5jLAhUsCZoKHeTDC0cQjRwIBw&url=http://www.google.be/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp://www.rfi.fr/emission/20150910-cop-21-paris-est-elle-prete-accueillir-evenement%26psig%3DAFQjCNGiKRRXZ5reSsk58OocmwiDMdBCXA%26ust%3D1456682555590904&psig=AFQjCNGiKRRXZ5reSsk58OocmwiDMdBCXA&ust=1456682555590904
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At the same time as signing up to a global deal which 
puts the rest of the world on a path to 
decarbonisation, clean technology and good-quality 
green jobs, the UK Government has launched policy 
attacks on the burgeoning renewables industry.  We 
have seen a drastic increase in policies which hamper 
our ability to create clean energy and jobs from our 
natural resources like wind and sea. 
 
Not only have these policies put the UK on track to 
miss EU legal commitments on switching to 
renewables, putting us in line for hefty fines, they 
have also destroyed tens of thousands of high quality 
British jobs, many of which were entrepreneurial in 
nature. 
 
While other countries like China and India race to 
establish world leading markets in solar and wind, in 
order to both live up to the UN agreement signed at 
COP, and to establish an early lead on clean tech, the 
UK will only fall further behind. Analysts are warning 
against the stranded asset scenario, where the UK 
would find itself stuck with worthless shares in fossil 

fuels while other countries benefit from the low costs 
of renewables. 
 
Looking back, we see that the Tories have come a 
long way from the ‘greenest government ever’, with 
David Cameron showing his contempt for the 
environment by pledging to ‘cut the green crap’.   
 
Fortuitously the EU provides the UK with a vital 
backstop of international climate policy which 
hampers the attempts of the Conservative 
government to take a wrecking ball to the UK's 
international climate commitments.  For Labour MEPs 
that makes the prospect of a Brexit even more 
worrying, as we risk losing the critical protections and 
interventions we have from the EU. 
 
Seb Dance is a Labour MEP for London and is member 
of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety. 
 
 

 
 
BRANCH MEETING //  IAN MURRAY  MP 

Scotland, Brexit and referendums 

 
 
The branch was delighted to welcome Ian Murray MP 
to our meeting in February to talk about the political 
situation in Scotland and the potential consequences  
of the UK referendum for the whole of the UK.  Ian is 
currently Labour’s only  MP in Scotland. 
 
 

 
 
Ian said that progressives should have a vision of 
what Europe should look like but we have failed to  
 
articulate that. We have to avoid a situation where 
workers are pitted against workers on the issue of 
migration because we can only lose in that argument.   
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He also warned against repeating the mistakes of the 
Scottish referendum.  In the face of a global crisis of 
confidence it is difficult for the UK to position itself.  
What does it mean to be English, Scottish, Welsh? 
Therefore we need a positive vision for the EU.   
 
We should demystify the role of MEPS in local 
communities by looking at what they do in practice 
for ordinary people e.g. on holiday pay and maternity 
leave. 
 
Also let us not forget the history of how we got here.  
The roots of the European Coal and Steel Community 
are still very relevant today when Cameron should be 
defending Britain’s steel industry.  The idea of a 
united Europe is very old indeed: the first proposal 
for a European Parliament came from the English 
Quaker and colonizer William Penn, of Pennsylvania, 
in his essay of 1683.   
 
Today’s EU is built on trade and this is of direct 
benefit to Scotland.  Scottish whisky’s biggest export 
market is Germany. Outside the EU Japan is very 
important. Therefore the 50 trade agreements which 
the EU has around the world are vital.  4500 
businesses in Scotland rely on EU markets. 
 
 The Tories want a single market without ceding any 
sovereignty to achieve it.   
 
Meanwhile the SNP is not making the case for the EU, 
and are just speculating about a process leading to a 
second Scottish referendum. This is dangerous and 
contradictory - wanting to leave the UK and at the 
same time join the EU. They argue that grandfather 
rights will allow Scotland to join the EU automatically 

but this is very unclear, as already argued during the 
Scottish referendum. 
 
In the discussion with the Branch a number of themes 
came out on how to win the referendum.  A 
distinctive Labour message was necessary as well as 
connecting emotionally with people.  Facts and 
figures would not be enough.  Also, as people take EU 
advantages for granted it is useful to recall the history 
of how we got here: 70 years of peace in Europe is 
unprecedented.  Wars all around us show the value of 
peace in Europe. 
 
It was very important for trades unions to take a clear 
stand.  If faced with the migration question on the 
doorstep, Ian Murray suggested moving the 
discussion on to housing or jobs, as this is often the 
hidden concern. 
 
The meaning of a Brexit should be challenged; if you 
are “out” you are out of control if you are “in” you 
are in control.  What does out look like and what 
would we do? The Leave campaign is in disarray 
about their vision for the future: should the UK look 
like Norway, Switzerland or the US ? 
 
Thank you Ian for coming to see us in Brussels and for 
a very interesting meeting! 
 
Martin Dawson 
 
 

 

 

 

CONFERENCE REPORT// FABIAN –FEPS NEW YEAR CONFERENCE  

Corbyn committed to EU 
 

This annual Conference was entitled “Facing the 
Future” and was held in January in London.  The day’s 
discussions were already set to be charged before 
they had begun as debates on Syria and the future of 
Trident were intensifying. Also as Andy Harrop, 
Secretary General of the Fabian Society pointed out, 
who would have thought one year ago this would be 
the political landscape. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s speech received good media 
coverage as his main focus was about inequalities and 
economic growth, specifically mentioning how 
companies should have a pay ratio between top and 
bottom. He suggests restricting companies from 

distributing dividends until they can guarantee paying 
all their workers a living wage. 

On the EU Jeremy Corbyn very clearly underlined that 
Labour is “committed to remaining in the EU” and 
backs continued EU membership for trade and human 
rights. He wants to see strengthened worker’s rights 
in a real Social Europe and the end of pressure to 
privatise public services. 

Against the backdrop of the flooding across the North 
of England, the Leader of the Opposition pointed out 
that flood defences had been cancelled and funding 
and staffing had been cut. He also pointed out the 
Prime Minister’s lack of action to secure a deal for 
British steel, as other European governments were 
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doing, instead closing works and causing thousands of 
job losses. 

His speech can be found online here: 

http://labourlist.org/2016/01/fairness-isnt-just-an-
abstract-morality-jeremy-corbyns-speech-to-the-
fabian-society/ 

The EU workshop 

Participants: Emma Reynolds MP, Anneliese Dodds 
MEP, Ernst Stetter Secretary General of FEPS, Sunder 
Katwala Director of British Future think tank, Brendan 
Chilton, leading the Labour ‘leave’ campaign. 

The panel was in general  pro-European and many 
thoughtful issues were addressed regarding the 

campaign.  The arguments for solidarity, fairness, 
equity, social Europe, social and human rights were 
brought onto the discussion table. However there 
was also a loud voice from the Labour leave  
campaign with some sympathisers in the room. 

From a campaigning perspective it was pointed out 
that we need to understand why people are not pro-
EU. Sunder also pointed out that we need to engage 
with people from different ethnic backgrounds who 
might not vote. 

 

Charlotte Billingham 

 

 
 

SISTER PARTIES// IRISH LABOUR  

Irish comrades want the UK in 
 

We were happy to join our comrades from the 
Brussels Branch of the Irish Labour Party at their 
meeting on Thursday 21 January on "Keeping the UK 
in the EU – a Progressive Discussion for a Progressive 
Vote to Remain In".  An impressive panel of speakers 
– including Ruairi Quinn TD, Treasurer of the Party of 
European Socialists (PES) and former Irish Labour 
Minister, Colum Eastwood MLA, Leader of the Social 
Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) Northern 
Ireland, Baroness Jan Royall, PES Vice-President and 
former Leader of the House of Lords, and Ania 
Skrzypek, from the Foundation for European 
Progressive Studies – gave their perspectives on the 
impact of the UK referendum on the UK, Ireland and 
EU as a whole. Ruairi Quinn highlighted the critical 
post-war role of the British Labour Party in the 
reconstruction of social democracy across the EU. 
More widely he emphasised that for countries on the 
periphery of the EU – including Ireland, Denmark, 
Sweden – the presence of Great Britain is crucial as 
the third major EU power, and as a counterweight to 
France and Germany.  

In terms of the impact on the UK he drew attention to 
the potential risks to the UK itself, especially as 
Scotland seems overwhelmingly in favour of EU 
membership. A break-up of the UK would have wider 
international consequences which have not been 
considered yet, for example the UK seat on the UN 
Security Council.  

As regards Northern Ireland, the political situation 
remains uneasy and requires constant monitoring. 
From the perspective of the Republic, a UK exit has 
the potential to seriously destabilise North-South 
relations and disrupt the reputation of Ireland as a 
safe place to invest and do business. As the only 
Member State with a land border with the UK, Ireland 

is also deeply concerned about the border 
implications of Brexit and what a new frontier might 
mean.  

Colum Eastwood MLA, recently elected new leader of 
the SDLP, emphasised that the core values of the EU – 
equality, dignity, solidarity, the rule of law – are 
principles shared by the SDLP. The EU's foundations 
of post-war reconciliation and shared institutions 
were an example and inspiration for the North. He 
quoted John Hume, who had stood on the bridge in 
Strasbourg between France and Germany and cited 
the EU as the best example of conflict resolution. 
Colum Eastwood said that Northern Ireland had 
always valued the EU as "a neutral zone", and pointed 
to the benefits that EU funding had brought there 
(Peace IV funds were just recently announced). 
Hailing from the border town of Derry, he also 
expressed grave concern about the potential return 
of checkpoints in the event of Brexit.  

Jan Royall highlighted that the EU is at a difficult 
crossroads, and that the UK referendum has 
consequences potentially in other countries. For 
example, Denmark and Sweden have always had an 
uneasy relationship with the EU, and even countries 
like France, who are now confronted with the rise of 
Marine Le Pen and the Front National, could be 
affected.  The EU's economic problems and refugee 
crisis make for a vulnerable situation.  

She explained that the UK referendum is nothing to 
do with the UK national interest but everything to do 
with internal Tory party management. The 
referendum is a massive risk and the polls are very 
finely balanced. In the event of a deal in February, a 
June referendum seems likely (possibly on 23rd). She 
said that the Labour Party is now overwhelmingly 
pro-EU (and can say this with more confidence now 

http://labourlist.org/2016/01/fairness-isnt-just-an-abstract-morality-jeremy-corbyns-speech-to-the-fabian-society/
http://labourlist.org/2016/01/fairness-isnt-just-an-abstract-morality-jeremy-corbyns-speech-to-the-fabian-society/
http://labourlist.org/2016/01/fairness-isnt-just-an-abstract-morality-jeremy-corbyns-speech-to-the-fabian-society/
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than in many years). 90% of Labour MPs have signed 
up in support of the Labour IN for Britain campaign 
chaired by Alan Johnson (and she expects even some 
more to get on board, once the trade unions declare 
post re-negotiation). As for the Tories, in reality about 
two thirds  of their MPs want to leave the EU. 

As for the campaigns themselves, she said that whilst 
Labour will run a distinctive campaign, the Remain 
side is fairly united, with the central Britain Stronger 
in Europe campaign. The Leave side on the other 
hand is very divided, with two rival central 
campaigns, and other smaller splinter groups. There is 
a battle going on to win the official designation from 
the Electoral Commission (the official Remain and 
Leave campaigns will get air time ahead of the 
referendum and will be allowed to spend up to £7 
million during the campaign period).  

As regards the Remain campaign, Jan Royall 
emphasised the importance of localising the 
arguments, around jobs and businesses in 
constituencies. She said the Labour campaign, 
together with the trade unions, would focus on 

workers' rights and the social chapter (issues which 
she said were also strongly supported by Jeremy). 
Finally she also highlighted the risks for Labour 
around the issues of free movement and immigration 
and emphasised the importance of listening to 
people's concerns and trying to find ways to address 
them. 

A number of important practical and campaigning 
issues came out in the question and answer session 
which followed. First of all, the importance of 
mobilising Irish citizens in the UK, who (along with  
citizens of Malta and Cyprus), will have a vote in the 
referendum.  Also turnout will be crucial. Jan Royall 
mentioned that depending on the timing of the 
referendum, local and regional elections in May 
would help in terms of grassroots campaigning. She 
also said that every CLP has an EU "champion" whose 
role is to motivate and train party members for the 
campaign. She also said that it would be crucial to 
have simple and clear messages for the campaign.  

Isobel Findlay 

 
  

 
OP ED //  HEATHER CLARKE  

Refugee crisis in Calais and Dunkirk 

 
 

Dunkirk  - where most of the inhabitants are Kurds 
from Iraq.  No words can describe the utterly 
inhumane conditions with 3,000 people, including 
children, living in the mud with few toilets or taps.  

Jeremy Corbyn’s visit to northern France gave a huge 
boost to the refugees in the miserable camps in Calais 
and Dunkirk.  Then a few days later came Cameron’s 

announcement that Britain would only take 
unaccompanied minors from outside Europe.  And 
since then the situation has got worse. 

There is frequent use of tear gas and even rubber 
bullets in the Calais camp and constant police blocks 
of humanitarian aid into Dunkirk.  Human traffickers 
work in both places and in Dunkirk bystanders have 
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been injured in shootings between rival traffickers.  
Armed far-right militia have launched attacks in a 
brutal campaign of violence.   

Bulldozers cleared parts of the Calais camp and 
promises that mosques, churches and schools would 
be left standing were broken.   Many refugees 
continue to resist the move into new container 
accommodation fearing it will harm their chances of 
claiming asylum in Britain. 

In the absence of police protection, government help 
and almost all major NGOs, ordinary citizens work 
tirelessly to raise morale, bring food and shelter and 
drain away the water.  But this is a stopgap and the 
issue needs a political solution.   

What can you do?   

Speak to your French colleagues, ask them to write to 
Bernard Cazeneuve, French Interior Minister, and 
Philip Cordery, Deputé des Français du Benelux  
(depute@philipcordery.fr) raising the points below: 

 

 The French government must respect the 
human rights and dignity of the people living 
in the camps; 

 It must initiate proceedings against the 
human traffickers who manipulate and rob 
people who have already lost so much; 

 It  must replace facilities they have 
destroyed; 

 The British Government must work to 
establish those who have close ties with the 
UK and expedite family reunion, most 
urgently for unaccompanied minors;   

 The EU must work with the French, the 
British and neighbouring states, especially 
Belgium, to take people in the camps in 
Calais and Dunkirk to places of safety; 

 The EU should work to establish information 
centres in all European States so refugees 
can access correct information on asylum 
procedures in the EU. 

Calais and Dunkirk are small parts of a far bigger 
humanitarian disaster and we fully support the 
demands of Save the Children: http://bit.ly/1OcGgD7 

The EU must: 

--Maintain search and rescue operations with a 
mandate and capability equal to the task of saving 
lives in the Mediterranean;  

--Provide safe and legal routes into Europe to tackle 
trafficking and people smuggling;  

--Provide reception facilities that can separate out 
economic migrants from refugees and give a place of 
safety and support for children;  

--Provide relocation and resettlement programmes, 
with special priority for children, which are equal to 
the task of the worst refugee crisis since World War 
Two; 

--Have regional plans – including sufficient aid – for 
the countries refugees are fleeing from which tackle 
the root causes of the refugee crisis  

 
There are about 450 living in the camps including 
unaccompanied minors. Most have come from Syria, 
Afghanistan or Iraq. 

For more information, including a list of current 
needs in Calais and Dunkirk: 
www.calaidipedia.co.uk/home 

 

Heather Clarke heather.clarke23@outlook.com 
Community Support for Refugees in Belgium 

 
 

 

http://bit.ly/1OcGgD7
http://www.calaidipedia.co.uk/home
mailto:heather.clarke23@outlook.com


   

 

 

   

 

NOTICEBOARD 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Provisional dates for Branch 
meetings in 2016 
 
Wednesday 16 March: AGM 

Wednesday 20 April 

Wednesday 25 May 

Wednesday 15 June 

Wednesday 13 July 

Sun 25 to Wed 28 September:  
Labour Party Conference 

Wednesday 28 September  

Wednesday 19 October  

Wednesday 16 November 
 
Wednesday 7 December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SUBS 2016 
 

 

Are you up to date ? 
 
Please don’t forget to renew 
your Brussels Labour 
subscription for 2016.  The 
easiest way to do this is to set 
up a standing order to pay 
your subs.  The details for this 
are below: 
 
Rates 
€25 per annum 
€5 for unwaged people or 
stagiaires 
 
Account number 
001-1128765-52 
IBAN: BE64 0011 1287 6552 
BIC: GEBABEBB 
 
Account name 
Brussles Labour Party Group 
 
Bank 
BNP Paribas Fortis 
 
 

 
BRUSSELS LABOUR ONLINE 
 

 
Website 
Brusselslabour.eu 
 
Twitter 
@brusselslabour 
 
Flickr 
flickr.com/ 
brusselslabour 
 
Facebook 
facebook.com/ 
brusselslabour.eu 
 
 
GERMINAL 
 
Editor Martin Dawson 
 
Email 
germinal@brusselslabour.eu 
 
All views expressed in Germinal 

are those of the authors, and not 

necessarily those of Brussels 

Labour or the Labour Party. 

 
 
 
 
EU REFERENDUM 2016  

Join the campaign! 
 
 
 
Don't forget to register to vote! 
 
If you are a British citizen living outside of the UK for 
under 15 years, you can register to vote in the UK 
referendum on EU membership.  Citizens of Ireland, 
Malta and Cyprus who are resident in the UK will also 
be able to vote in the referendum.  Here is a link to 
registration forms and information about registration. 

Please pass on to friends and family who might be 
interested: Register to vote - GOV.UK  
 
Referendum newsletter 
 
The Brussels Labour campaigns team will be 
producing a weekly referendum newsletter 
throughout the campaign. To sign up please contact: 
campaigns@brusselslabour.eu. 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote

