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Debating Europe, migration 
and employment rights

A  meeting on employment, mi-
gration and rights was co-

hosted by Brussels Labour and the 
European Parliamentary Labour 
Party (EPLP) and was chaired by our 
Honorary President, Lord Kinnock. 
The platform speakers – with their 
combination of Scottish, Welsh, 
Turkish, Indian, Portuguese and 
Irish backgrounds - were very well 
qualified to talk about the issues 
affecting people who move from one 
country to another to work or settle.

Claude Moraes MEP spoke about the 
realisation amongst many in Europe 
– even politicians on the far-right in 
Italy – that migrant workers will be 
essential to the future success of 
European economies. He highlighted 
the difference in experience between 
the migration from the Common-
wealth in the post-World War II pe-
riod when people were invited to 
come and work, largely in public 
services, and now.  Today’s migra-
tion to Britain includes the many 
people who have chosen to move 
across the European Union to take 
up work opportunities in the coun-
tries which have accepted complete 
freedom of movement post-2004. 

These people are paying taxes and 
contributing to economic success – as 
highlighted by Darren Clifford, the 
conference delegate who spoke 

about the success of his small business, 
due mainly to his staff which includes 
a very well-qualified and enthusiastic 
Polish woman. His welcoming of the 
effects of the 2004 enlargement is a 
story that warrants repetition. Neil 
Kinnock reminded us that it is The 
Economist which has been the one pub-
lication unfailing in its praise for the 
2004 enlargement of the EU!

Emine Bozkurt, PvdA MEP, said that 
until she had been elected in 2004, she 
had never considered herself as a mi-
grant!  She had been born, brought up 
and educated in the Netherlands and 
her Turkish family background had 
never been an issue. Like Claude’s 
family, her father had moved to follow 
his ‘European Dream’ in the early 
1960s. Since being elected, she has be-
come the key Socialist Group spokes-
person on relations with Turkey and 
she had been really pleased to be ap-
proached by young women of Turkish 
origin who wanted to know how they 
too could become MEPs!  She was 
firmly of the view that bringing relig-
ion into the debate really confuses 
things and takes attention away from 

basic social and rights questions.

Liam Byrne MP, Immigration Minis-
ter, said that the Government was 
now working on a points system for 
immigration, similar to the US Green 
Card system, and also said that as 
well as counting people arriving in 
the country, there would be a system 
of counting people who leave. He 
stressed the huge importance of inte-
gration work to ensure that the issue 
of increasing migration and mobility 
remained positive now and in the 
future.

Discussion and points from the floor 
ranged over a number of issues in-
cluding the following:

 Possible Macedonian adhesion 
to the EU was raised and whether or 
when freedom of movement of 
workers would happen. Albanian 
representatives also touched on this, 
saying that for many countries free-
dom of movement was not a good 
thing when economies were 
expanding and younger, 
dynamic workers were 
needed at home at this cru-
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Conference report—or hubris 
in action

Once again, I braved England in 
September in order to attend 

the first half of Party Conference.

Things got off to a good start, with 
my conference pass arriving within 
20 minutes compared to 3 hours last 
year.  My commitment to the Euro-
pean cause soon saw me in the LI 
(Labour International) fringe event. 
We started what should be quite an 
important debate on how the PES 
manifesto for the 2009 Euro-elections 
will be written, and how to get real 
involvement and support from ordi-
nary party members but somehow, I 
feel that the Party leadership want a 
lower profile approach – and that 
most ordinary members will be quite 
happy with this.

The evening saw a series of recep-
tions – including Frazer Clarke and I 
feeling Andrew Neill was pursuing 
us round the room at the New 
Statesman’s event, the Socialist law-
yers dinner, where one younger MP 
was very enthused at the prospect of 
an early election, and the Commis-
sion party, where, perhaps wisely, 
we arrived after Peter Mandelson 
had welcomed Sarkozy’s victory in 
France and praised Merkel’s govern-

ment in Germany…

Election fever seemed to be growing 
on Monday – egged on by the press, 
who were happily asking everyone 
their opinion (I put a pin in June 2008 
on Newsnight’s board)  and then it 
was Gordon Brown’s first conference 
speech as Leader and PM. Of course, 
there was no Blair speech the follow-
ing day for comparison this year but 
somehow it did feel much more self-
assured – and was warmly received by 
a Party wanting to believe and palpa-
bly relieved that the transition was 
over and seemed to be more successful 
than most had dared hope.  Europe 
got the briefest of mentions – it was 
important and we would be good 
Europeans – but with lots of red lines.

The speech included much that was 
authentically personal but beyond a 
list of all the good things we would do 
- or keep doing – the speech did not 
articulate a new vision of where we 
are going. Nor did it really expose and 
argue for the choices that politics is 

really about. Since we now know 
that the election will not take place 
this year, this is an issue that Gordon 
needs to come back to.

Monday continued with a further 
dose of LI – this time with the PES 
President (and former Danish PM) 
Poul Nyrup Rasmusen attending. 
Later on, I met up with friends from 
my old constituency, Putney, who 
now seem to have replaced a million-
aire MP with an equally wealthy 
constituency secretary and a new 
candidate who was sure that we 
were about to take the seat back from 
the Tories again. We joined the 
neighbouring constituency, Batter-
sea, who had provided a choir to 
lead communal singing of Socialist 
songs at the end of a Billy Bragg 
fringe on House of Lords reform (I 
seem to remember something similar 
after losing the Wandsworth Council 
elections in 1998)...

Tuesday dawned with the very suc-
cessful Brussels Labour fringe event.  
It was excellent to see our Honorary 
President, Neil Kinnock, in fine form.

A further round of main and fringe 
events – and plenty more hints of 
elections – followed, before Eurostar 
and a return to the reality(!) of Brus-
sels.

Keir Fitch

cial time.

 The Ambassador from 
Mauritius highlighted that 
migration was a global 

rather than simply European issue 
and that tackling poverty remained a 
key element in reducing migration, 
through European-level negotiations 
on Doha and Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPAs).

 A visitor from Albania raised a 
point about lost social security/
pension benefits if workers returned to 
their home country after a period in an 
EU country. Emine Bozkurt MEP said 
that a solution was needed to this key 
issue, as people were sometimes 
‘stuck’ in their adopted country for 
fear of losing the right to benefits they 
had paid for whilst working once they 

returned home.
This debate in Bournemouth took 
place at the same time as the Euro-
pean Parliament’s debates and votes 
on a number of reports on immigra-
tion and migration, including the EU 
proposal for a points system (the 
Blue Card scheme).

Maggie Coulthard
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Richard Corbett MEPBRANCH MEETING

Dispelling the 
myths about the 
Lisbon Treaty
Brussels Labour welcomed Rich-

ard Corbett to speak about the 
Treaty of Lisbon before the final text 
had been agreed. He stated that the 
Treaty would be decisive in deter-
mining the UK’s relationship with 
the EU for a generation or more. At 

the time, the right-wing Eurosceptics 
believed that they would win the 
battle, which they also believed 
would be the first step to the UK 
withdrawing from the EU.

Richard added that many UKIP bil-
lionaires are now funding Open 
Europe, a think tank that is an odd 
coalition of the BNP, UKIP, the Con-
servatives, media and industry but 
they are all on same page on this. 

On the subject of a possible referen-
dum in the UK, Richard thought that 
it would be difficult for the govern-
ment to refuse to ask the British pub-
lic for their opinion, mainly because 
this was promised in the Labour 
Party manifesto and the current text 
is very similar to the original pro-
posed Treaty. However, Richard also 
pointed out that the technical nature 
of the draft Treaty would make win-

ning the argument very difficult for 
the government, predicting that there 
would be a revolt in the Commons on 
the issue but that the government may 
well win the vote in the Lords.
  
In addition, there may be opposition 
from trades unions, who are con-
cerned about a number of issues such 
as the Working Time Directive and the 
rights of temporary agency workers 
but this is not the forum in which to 
air these grievances, particularly as the 
draft Treaty supports social protection 
and actually builds on and improves 
on what we have now. In addition, the 
ETUC and all sister Socialist parties 
support the draft Treaty, setting the 
UK trade unions apart from the rest of 
Europe.

Richard Corbett does not believe that 
there is any justification for a referen-
dum on the Treaty, as it is about the 
accountability and democracy of EU 
and is not an expansion of the compe-
tencies of the EU, except the addition 
of climate change in the environmental 
chapters, which Richard sees as a posi-

tive step. The Treaty would also en-
able more involvement in EU deci-
sions by national parliaments and an 
extension of co-decision, which 
would have a positive effect. 

Richard suggested that Brussels La-
bour members could support the 
government’s refusal to hold a refer-
endum by expressing their views 
through the newspapers, getting 
organised and help the EPLP by go-
ing to their local constituencies to get 
the arguments across.

There was a lively discussion, with 
members generally against a referen-
dum and some thought that the La-
bour Party should not have pro-
posed a referendum in its manifesto. 
There was a suggestion that we 
should team up with opposition 
members who do not support a ref-
erendum, to enlarge the argument to 
a cross-party debate. In addition, it 
was suggested that in order to reach 
a wider audience, the debate could 
be taken on by celebrities and on 
social networking sites.

Gordon Brown and the 
Portuguese PM, José Socrates

Richard Corbett 
with Belinda Pyke
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Julian PriestleyJOHN FITZMAURICE MEMORIAL LECTURE 2007

This year’s lecture, entitled 
‘Labour and Europe: The Mixed 

Experience’, was delivered by Julian 
Priestley, the previous Secretary-
General of the European Parliament.

As Chair, Belinda introduced our 
speaker by commenting on the ap-
propriateness of this title as we came 
together once again to remember 
John Fitzmaurice as a committed 
European and Socialist. As a new 
prime minister prepared to attend 
his first European Council in his new 
role, this was an appropriate time to 
consider the history and present 
state of labour relations with Europe.

Speaking fluently and without much 
visible assistance from his notes, 
Julian catalogued the highs and per-
haps most frequent lows of our 
“European journey”.  He felt that 
John, by nature extremely frank and 
direct himself, would appreciate this 

area in which the UK would diverge 
significantly from US interest. It was 
left to Neil Kinnock to begin again a 
period of constructive engagement 
with Europe including rebuilding 
links with sister parties. On the other 
hand, one might have expected Tony 
Blair to be culturally and socially the 
most pro-European Prime Minister. 
Whilst he did improve working rela-
tionships with other governments 
and the EU, he was held back by his 
pro-Americanism and, in particular, 
by the fractures over Iraq.  Combi-
ned with his “Faustian pact” with 
Robert Murdoch regarding a referen-
dum on the Euro, one had to say that 
the end result was a great opportuni-
ty missed for raising the UK’s in-
fluence in Europe.

For a number of reasons, it is diffi-
cult to be proud about the last 50 
years but there is still scope for opti-
mism that things could change. Cer-
tainly there is a serious challenge for 
Mr Brown to take up.

This provocative message was follo-
wed by an equally lively questions 
and answers session from an extre-
mely well attended meeting. If it 
could be said to reach a conclusion, it 
was probably that those tempted in 
the face of arguments about referen-
da and constitutions, to echo the cry 
“we are all doomed” were hugely 
overstating the dilemma.

The meeting also recorded its thanks 
to Paul Adamson, Simon O’Connor 
and their colleagues at The Centre 
for once again allowing this meeting 
to take place and for their kind hos-
pitality.

approach and he commented that he 
and John had shared many experien-
ces, including those of being a failed 
parliamentary candidate.

Beginning with the Party’s origin in 
1906, Julian remembered that the Party 
had been very internationalist, which 
may not have been particularly pro-
European but was at least outward-
looking. Early developments in its 
ideology were strongly influenced by 
those in other progressive sister par-
ties in Europe. Moreover, even if the 
record in office of Labour govern-
ments was not always stellar, they 
could point to a sure-footedness in 
international affairs.  

A move from a “socialist” to a 
“labourist” emphasis was due largely 
to the influence of the unions. Ernest 
Bevin frequently asked if any particu-
lar proposal would put a pat of butter 
on the plate of the working man. This 
increasing introspection led to a 
conflict between the advancement of 
the interest of British workers and 
membership of a pan-European orga-
nisation. This was buttressed by an 
emphasis on preserving the relations-
hip with the Commonwealth and the 
US. Add to this a romanticism about 
English history and culture, the lan-
guage of Chaucer etc. and many state-
ments would not appear out of place 
nowadays in a UKIP manifesto.  

One exception was the consistently 
pro-European Roy Jenkins, although 
he was often accused of not being suf-
ficiently Socialist. General pro-
European sentiment was not assisted 
by the vetoes of de Gaulle who our 
monarch had asked if there was any 

Labour and Europe: the 
mixed experience

Julian Priestley responds 
to questions
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Alan Johnson MPBRANCH MEETING

Alan Johnson made time during 
his busy Deputy Leadership 

campaign to visit Brussels Labour on 
12 June.

Alan set out his vision of a progres-
sive Labour Party and how he would 
contribute to the renewal of the Party 
that has been in Government for the 
last ten years. He also told Brussels 
Labour that he was proud to have 
played a part in the policies that 
have made a real difference on issues 
such as child poverty, health, educa-

tion, a minimum wage, equality, work 
life balance, the millennium develop-
ment goals and climate change.

Looking ahead to the next election, 
and a much hoped for fourth term in 
office, Alan explained that there needs 
to be a shift away from the personality 
politics that have been such a feature 
of the past ten years, towards policies 
that resonate with the British people. 
The challenges we face today are dif-
ferent from those we faced ten years 
ago. Climate change, energy security, 
counter terrorism and demographic 
change are all major challenges set in 
an international context, Alan told 
Brussels Labour. In order to address 
these issues, the UK must not act in 
isolation but with its international 
partners, particularly the European 
Union. Reflecting on fifty years since 
the signing of the Treaty of Rome, 

Alan stressed the importance of re-
asserting our pro-European creden-
tials.

Turning specifically to how he envis-
aged the role of Deputy Leader, Alan 
insisted that in order to be able to 
focus on the needs of the Party, the 
Deputy Leader should also be at the 
heart of the policy making process. 
In addition, the Deputy Leader 
ought to be on opposition watch, 
explaining to the electorate that de-
spite David Cameron’s best PR ef-
forts it’s the same old Tories and the 
same old Tory policies.

Alan concluded that unlike the 20th

century where Labour Governments 
were short interludes between Con-
servative rule, the 21st century will 
be the century of the progressive 
Left.

Renewal, not reversal

Brussels Labour women lead the way in Brown’s government

I s there political life after Brussels? To 
judge from the appointments of advis-

ers to Gordon Brown's new government, 
the answer is yes.

Former Brussels Labour members will 
play a key role in advising the new gov-
ernment, with women at the forefront:

Emma Reynolds, who until last year 
was Treasurer of Brussels Labour, and a 
stalwart of our branch, has been ap-
pointed as a special adviser to Geoff 
Hoon, the government's Chief Whip, and 
himself a former Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament.

Mary Creagh, MP for Wakefield, is now 
the Parliamentary Private Secretary 
to Andy Burnham, Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury. Mary worked in Brussels 
for four years, first as an assistant in the 
European Parliament, and then as Chair 

of the European Youth Forum. Mary 
has also been elected Chair of the La-
bour Movement for Europe. Her web-
site is www.marycreagh.co.uk and the 
LME can be found at www.lme.org.uk.

Madlin Sadler, special adviser to the 
Foreign Secretary, David Miliband, 
also earned her spurs as an assistant in 
the EP.

And Sam White, the only man on our 
list, was an active member of our 
branch during his time in Brussels (and 
Bruges!) and is now special adviser to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Alastair Darling.

Meanwhile Oona King, best known as 
the MP for Bethnal Green and Bow 
from 1997 to 2005, but also a former 
EP assistant (and not to mention a 
stagiaire in the Socialist Group...) was 

central to Gordon Brown's leadership 
campaign team. Oona has now pub-
lished her diaries, entitled House Mu-
sic, covering everything from her bat-
tles with the dreadful George Galloway 
to how she met the love of her life in the 
European Parliament. See her website 
(www.oonaking.com) for further de-
tails.

We wish all of our former members 
every success in their new roles.

Oona King
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The consultations for the PES 
Manifesto for the EP elections in 

2009 have been officially launched  
with a special website at  mani-
festo2009.pes.org/users/login (use 
your PES Activists log in). 

Over the next few months all activ-
ists will have the chance to contrib-
ute to the process of drafting the 

European Parliament elections 2009PES

PES Activists in 
Brussels get active

election manifesto for the next Euro-
pean Parliamentary elections. The 
PES-Activists Brussels are participat-
ing in this process through working 
groups on the four themes.

Each PES-Activist is entitled to partici-
pate in one or more of the working 
groups, which will meet approxi-
mately once a month. How the groups 

work and which aspects of the four 
themes will be discussed will be de-
termined by the participants, with 
the PES discussion papers being 
used to trigger the debates.

The groups are divided as follows:

1. New Social Europe
2. Europe in the World
3. Democracy and Diversity
4. Save the planet

In addition to these four groups on 
the manifesto themes, PES-Activists 
are invited to take part in a working 
group of European Socialists in Brus-
sels on Migration, Integration and 
European Citizenship, led by Alain 
Servantie. This group is not directly 
linked to the manifesto process but 
can make contributions.

The aim is that all working groups 
will contribute to the consultation 
process on the party program for the 
2009 EP elections.

How to get involved:

If you want to take part in one of 
these groups or to join in at the pub 
evenings, please send an email to Jan
Kreutz, Coordinator of the PES Ac-
tivists in Brussels, at jo.leinen-
assistant@europarl.europa.eu.

In brief

SUMMER SOCIAL AND 
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

Brussels Labour held successful Summer 
and Christmas social events in 2007.  
The Summer Social took place on 4 July 
at Peter and Maggie's place, and the 
Christmas Social was held on 5 Decem-
ber at Stephen and Alice’s house.  Many 
thanks to them all for their hospitality, 
and especially to Stephen and Alice, who 
have hosted the Christmas Social for 
many years but who will return to the 
UK in 2008.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2008

Please don’t forget to renew your subs-
cription to Brussels Labour for 2008.  
The 25 EUR fee can be paid in cash at a 
branch meeting or by bank transfer / 
direct debit into Fortis account 001-
1128765-52.  Further details are availa-
ble from the branch treasurer, David 
O’Leary, at dave.oleary@gmail.com.

David is also happy to receive further 
donations to the Branch funds in order 
to allow us to continue to host success-
ful events at Labour conferences. 

NEXT MEETINGS

Wednesday 23 January
Arlene McCarthy MEP on consumer 
rights
Le Meze, rue de Trèves 122 (please note 
the change of venue!)

Wednesday 27 February
Peter Skinner MEP on EU-US rela-
tions and the US elections 
Le Meze, rue de Trèves 122 

Wednesday 26 March
Brussels Labour AGM


