BRUSSELS LABOUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes meeting

2 February 2010
1. Present:  Belinda Pyke, David Earnshaw, David O’Leary, Frazer Clarke, Emma Eatwell, Keir Fitch, Jacqui Hale, Jo Wood

2. Apologies: Isabel Summers
3. Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

4. Chair’s report

The January branch meeting with Jason Anderson of WWF went well. Attendance was affected by a competing EPLP event.
The EPLP chair is interested to meet members working in the institutions:  Keir will follow this up.   
5. Secretary’s report

All items were covered elsewhere on the agenda.

6. Treasurer’s report

The accounts are in credit. A number of new members have been recruited. 

7. Branch meetings and other events 

Wednesday 14 April 2010 – AGM plus speaker Commission Vice President Joaquin Almunia
Wednesday 24 February – Sister Parties reception (at L’Atelier)

Wednesday 3 March – On-line Campaigning Workshop (Jon Worth at David and Jo’s)

Thursday 6 May - Election night event (after an exec meeting)
Conference  Keir to talk to Giampi about a joint event. (LI might also be interested.)

John Fitzmaurice Lecture Martin Westlake agrees to give the 2010 lecture on Wednesday 13 October.

8. AGM preparation

Secretary will send out a preannouncement of the date (14 April) and a formal announcement and call for nominations will be sent at least a month before the AGM.

9. Communications, website, mailings (members list)

Emma reported that a lot of emails ‘bounced back’, revealing errors in the mailing list. Details will be circulated so we can correct them where we can. In any event, another check will be made to align the mailing list with the membership list.  David O and Keir will discuss the options for an improved mailing system as well as the website and report to the next meeting.
10. Sister parties and LI 

Jo reported on the preparation of the sister parties reception on 24 February and further action was agreed (notably on paying the deposit and approaching other socialist commissioners). 

Frazer reported on the Labour International Coordinating Committee ‘virtual ’meeting on 31 January. As well as work on the General Election (see below), items to note are the preparation of model branch rules.  As LICC Treasurer, Frazer has brought spending under control. He is still analysing past LICC expenditure. It was noted that some individual LI members tend to make direct contact with HQ and the NEC, giving the impression that they speak in the name of LI.
11. Campaigning for the General Election General Election
Jo,  Jacqui and Keir will coordinate activities for BL. Campaigning in London could be organised for weekend of 17/4. Frazer reported on LICC initiatives: in particular Maggie Coulthard will be the LICC Election Campaign Coordinator. Paul Harrington (LI Strasbourg) is preparing guidance on what LI members can do.  In order to have information on the UK constituencies where BL members are registered (for those still eligible), the next mailing will include a request for members to provide this information.
12. Next meeting : 17 March at Keir’s
. 

