BRUSSELS LABOUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes meeting

17 March 2010
Present:  Belinda Pyke, David Earnshaw, Isabel Summers, Frazer Clarke, Emma Eatwell, Keir Fitch, Jo Wood

Apologies: David O’Leary, Jacqui Hale
Minutes of last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

Chair’s report

Belinda thanked Jo on behalf of the Committee for the excellent organisation of the sister party reception on 24 February 2010, which was a great success and was attended by 165 people from at least 11 sister parties based in Brussels.

Secretary’s report

The internet campaigning meeting with John Worth was very successful - 10 people attended.  
All other items were covered elsewhere on the agenda.

Treasurer’s report 
This month, BL has recruited three new members and two current members have renewed their membership.

The accounts are in credit.  A number of new members have been recruited. 

It was agreed, on a proposal from the Chair, to allocate 150 Euros to cover the extra costs incurred during the Sister Party reception on 24 February 2010. This will be transferred to Jo who has already paid the bill.
Branch meetings and other events 

Wednesday 14 April 2010 – AGM plus speaker Commission Vice President Joaquin Almunia
Thursday 6 May - Election night event (after an exec meeting)
Wednesday 23 June – Commissioner Maria Damanaki?

Wednesday 14 July – Summer Social

Wednesday 15 September – Emma Reynolds?

Wednesday 13 October - JF Lecture (Martin Westlake)

Wednesday 17 November – Quiz? (Michael Cashman to compere?)

Conference:  Isabelle reported back on this. The EPLP would welcome a joint event. BL suggested that the theme should be 'My number is Europe'. The event would potentially involve Cathy Ashton with Neil Kinnock chairing.
AGM preparation

Secretary has sent out a pre-announcement of the date (14 April) and a formal announcement and call for nominations.  
Communications, website, mailings (members list)

Progress has been made on the project to correct incorrect emails. Emma, David O, Frazer, Isabel and Keir have discussed the options for an improved mailing system as well as the website, which is currently up to date. 
Emma reminded everyone that she needed articles for Germinal.

Sister parties and LI 

Jo reported on follow-up to the Sister Party reception on 24 February.   About the Sister Party reception:  the total cost of the evening was over budget - we expected 100 people and 165 came! Jo was asked by the restaurant at 19:30 if we wanted them to stop serving drinks. Jo took the decision that it would be a shame to do this, considering that people were still arriving. For this, Jo takes total responsibility for the extra costs incurred.  The total cost for the evening was 3068 Euros. The sister parties paid 2000 Euros. There is therefore an outstanding bill of 1068 Euros.  However, most of the sister parties have agreed to pay a little extra towards the reception. The table below shows the money that the different sister parties committed to pay in total. 
· SPD: 200 + 150 Euros
· SPÖ:200+ 100 Euros  
· PS France: 200+ 100 Euros
· Romanians: 200+ 100 Euros
· Labour 200+ 150 Euros
· PvdA: 200+ 100 Euros
· SpA: 100 Euros 

· PD: 200+100 Euros
· PSOE: 200+ 100 Euros
· Irish: 100 Euros
· Danish SDP: 150 Euros
· Swedish SDP: 150 Euros
Total: 3000 Euros
A follow up meeting of the sister parties needs to organised in the near future, to discuss activities for the coming year. 

In addition:  

· The Belgian PS are organising a meeting on 23 March: agenda to be confirmed

· The French PS want to organise a meeting around the PES Finance campaign on 24 April: Brussels Labour would be agreeable to being involved.

· The Belgian PS Brussels branch and the PD want to organise a stand for the Fete du Progress on 1 May. Again Brussels Labour is agreeable to being involved (although we will be campaigning in the UK that weekend)

Frazer reported on the LICC and on its accounts for 2008. 
Campaigning for the UK General Election 
Campaigning in London will be organised for weekend of 17/4:  at least David E, Jo, Belinda, David O, and Emma will go. The preference would be to go to Hampstead on Saturday and Islington South on Sunday.

On weekend 1/5:  David E, Jo, Isabelle, Frazer and Keir will go to Hastings.

Jo will follow up on the practical arrangements and a newsletter will be produced for members on campaigning in general. 

Next meeting: 7 April @ David and Jo's
. 

