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The election’s over - now it’s time to
rebuild
notably in London. And while many good
Labour MPs lost their seats, including a
number with special links to our Branch
(such as Michael Foster and Gwyn Prosser),
others, such as Emma Reynolds, former
Brussels Labour Treasurer, are elected for
the first time.

A

fter thirteen years in office, winning
the General Election was never
going to be easy. Indeed, with the
economy in dire straits, and the
Conservatives having a fair wind in terms of
funding and media ’scrutiny’ in the months,
weeks and days leading up to polling day,
Labour achieved a better-than-hoped-for
result on 6 May.
Opposition will be difficult - especially when
facing a Conservative-LibDem coalition and a
new political situation.
However, we still have reason for optimism:
we lost power at the national level, but we
won it back in many local councils - most

Leadership contenders
Diane Abbott
MP

8
MP nominations

Ed Balls
Shadow Education

33
nominated

Andy Burnham
Shadow Health Secretary

23
MP nominations

John McDonnell
MP

10
MP nominations

David Miliband
Shadow Foreign Secretary

63
nominated

Ed Miliband
Shadow Energy Secretary

49
nominated

Figures correct at 7 June.
For more information, go to labour.org.uk/leadership

We also have a leadership contest that
brings together people representing diverse
views in the party - and people with long
experience and deep knowledge of
government and parliament.
The new leader will have the important
responsibility of standing up to the
Government as the only major opposition
party. This will be especially important on
issues of health, education and social
security, where Tory and LibDem cuts could
be deepest - and cause the most pain for the
poorest in society. We can be proud of our
record in improving infrastructure and
public services since 1997 - now we need to
defend that progress.
Brussels Labour will also have an important
role to play, as the new Government brings
together parties with very different views on
the European Union. While the initial signs
point towards a moderate line, we, along
with Labour MEPs, need to make sure that
the Party exposes the Conservatives (and
Liberal Democrats) when they do or say one
thing in London and another in Brussels or
Strasbourg.
It will be an interesting few months as we
take stock of what things went right, and
what went wrong, in our time in
government and in our campaigning.

Welcome to the latest issue of Germinal,
Brussels Labour’s newsletter.
It’s been an exciting and active few months
as Brussels Labour and its members
supported the General Election campaign in
the UK. In the end, we didn’t quite have
enough to turn the polls around, but we can
be proud of our efforts as a branch and a
Party. BL members supported a number of
CLPs, including Glenda Jackson’s battle in
Hampstead and Kilburn, where she won by
just a handful of votes - we like to think our
work made all the difference!
There is more detail about our contribution
to the General Election campaign on page 2,
as well as the usual features, including a
look back at some recent branch meetings
and events, a view from our sister parties,
the latest from Labour International, and an
introduction to the new BL website, at
brusselslabour.eu.
Interesting times lie ahead - not least the
election of a new Party leader. We are lucky
enough to welcome David Miliband to
Brussels Labour on 8 June - and hope to
meet the other candidates too.
Happy reading - and please give us your
feedback at germinal@brusselslabour.eu.
David O’Leary
Editor, Germinal

BL goes .eu!

We can re-build to form an effective
opposition in London, build on our support
at a local level, and present a credible
alternative at the next election - whenever
that may be!

Brussels Labour has got a new website - go
to brusselslabour.eu.

Belinda Pyke
Chair, Brussels Labour

As a result, there are new email addresses so please update your address books:

Printed and published by Brussels Labour, Rue Godefroid Devreese 42, 1030 Schaerbeek.
Views expressed are those of the individual authors, and not necessarily of Brussels Labour.
Editeur responsable: David O’Leary
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Editorial

The changes are explained in more detail on
page 6 - but please be sure to update your
bookmarks.

Chair: chair@brusselslabour.eu
Treasurer: treasurer@brusselslabour.eu
Secretary: secretary@brusselslabour.eu
Membership: membership@brusselslabour.eu
Germinal: germinal@brusselslabour.eu
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UK General Election 2010

Cathy Ashton

Sister parties reception

Brussels Labour on the
campaign trail

O

n Wednesday 24 February, Brussels
Labour organised a very successful
joint reception with sister parties in

Brussels.
165 people attended, and 18 sister parties were represented (of whom 11 sponsored the event). A sum of €200 was raised
for the Haiti Solidar Fund.

B

russels Labour put a huge amount of
effort into the UK General Election,
organising two campaign trips back
to the UK, phone canvassing and contributing funds to candidates with a connection to
the branch.

nately, Michael fell to the large swing to the
Conservatives that swept the South East.

In April, members went to London, to campaign for Glenda Jackson in Hampstead and
Kilburn. We spent an afternoon knocking on
doors and carrying out voter ID on behalf of
the sitting Labour MP, Glenda Jackson.

As well as campaigning on the ground, Brussels Labour also made financial contributions to the Labour Party and to three
CLPs—Hastings & Rye, Wolverhampton
North East (where former Brussels Labour
treasurer Emma Reynolds won the seat) and
Wakefield, where Mary Creagh, the Chair of
the Labour Movement for Europe, won the
seat despite a 7% swing to the Conservatives.

The hard work was worth it, as Glenda was
returned with 32.8% of the vote, beating the
Conservative candidate by just 42 votes!
The Sunday morning was spent campaigning
for Alison Moore in Finchley and Golders
Green. Unfortunately, Tory Mike Freer was
elected.
Our efforts in London also helped Labour
win back hundreds of council seats in the
capital’s borough elections.
We also campaigned, alongside the Cooperative Party, for Michael Foster in his reelection fight in Hastings and Rye. Unfortu-

James Royston, who helped to run Michael’s
campaign, also lost his election in
neighbouring Bexhill & Battle, a Tory stronghold.

Right up to the last moment, Brussels Labour members were supporting the campaign by telephone from Brussels, helping to
get out the vote.
And our efforts didn’t go unnoticed on this
side of the Channel either—Flemish broadcaster VRT ran an interview with Belinda
Pyke on its flandersnews.be website (see
http://bit.ly/bfFolQ).

Philip Cordery, Secretary-General of the PES
and Anna Colombo, Secretary-General of the
S&D Group in the European Parliament,
both spoke to a packed audience of Socialists and Progressives who live and/or work
in Brussels.
The objective of the evening was simple: get
to know other like-minded people. The reception was a great success. Other initiatives
are being planned to build the contact between sister parties and their members in
Brussels, and plans are underway to organise this as an annual event.

Visit our new website at brusselslabour.eu
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Branch meeting Cathy Ashton

AGM 2010

From Brussels Labour
to High Rep in ten days

New Executive
Committee
elected

J

ust over a week before Baroness Cathy
Ashto n
became
Europe’s first High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy,
Brussels Labour was privileged to welcome her to
speak about the a range of issues, not least
the political situation in the UK ahead of the
general election.
Cathy emphasised that there was still all to
play for, with a narrowing Conservative lead
in the polls demonstrating a general lack of
confidence in David Cameron and his party.
Labour needed to create a narrative, she
said, building on our impressive record in
government whilst offering a positive social
democratic message for the future.
After twelve years in government, she said it
was “amazing that the Conservatives are not
further ahead”. This is testament to Labour’s
achievements, including improvements in
schools, the NHS, pensioners’ fuel allowance
and our most long-lasting and important
legacy - the successful implementation of a
national minimum wage.
Cathy added that just as we needed a positive narrative domestically, we could also
use the Conservatives’ weakness over
Europe as a genuine dividing line for the
election. Labour knows that you can’t deal
with issues like the global financial crisis,
climate change and international terrorism
without a strong Europe, and she highlighted the “need to translate this confidence into the way we talk about Europe in
the UK.” A lack of a positive narrative damaged Labour in the 2009 European elections.
“We need to tell the story about what
makes being on the left in Europe important,” she said.
Cathy then fielded questions on the WTO
Doha round; selling national improvements
in public services locally; the Tories’ weakness over Europe; and what the Left is offering in the 21st century.
On Doha, Cathy praised Peter Mandelson’s
achievement of getting close to a deal. She
explained the problems with the process,
including that the US administration’s priori-
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ties lay elsewhere; President Obama had
plenty to deal with in the form of healthcare, climate change, rising unemployment
and the economy. The new world order,
with China and India flexing their muscles,
also provided complications. While there is a
strong commitment from the US and the EU
to complete the Doha round, Cathy cautioned that it was important to negotiate
regionally and bilaterally.

russels Labour held its 2010 Annual
General Meeting on 14 April. At the
meeting, the new Executive Committee was elected for 2010-2011, reports were
given on the previous year’s activities, and
the 2009 accounts were approved.

Back to domestic issues, Cathy said the ‘local
vs. national perception problem’ had been
around for years. People trust their local
papers much more than the national press.
For this reason Labour needs to work on
defining its ambassadors; teachers, GPs,
nurses. “We need to get across that there is
more to be done and Labour is the party to
do it.”

The new office holders are:
Belinda Pyke - Chair
David Earnshaw - Vice-Chair
Isabel Summers - Treasurer
Emma Eatwell - Secretary

Cathy said that we needed to do more to
expose the potential damage a Conservative
government could do because of its attitude
to Europe. She used the example of falling
Foreign Direct Investment as businesses fear
the Conservatives will worsen Britain’s relationship with its EU partners.

Members also approved the use of campaign funds to provide support to the Party
and three CLPs for the general election campaign (see page 2 for details).

The other members of the Executive Committee are:
Frazer Clarke
Keir Fitch
Jacqui Hale
Mark Major
David O’Leary
Jo Wood

Ultimately, Cathy said that Labour and the
Left do have a narrative for the 21st century.
Fairness and social justice remain our fundamental basic values, and improving healthcare and education and fighting poverty are
still our key objectives.
Cathy summed up by saying that we should
never underestimate the power of the ‘time
for a change’ message, but Labour’s job was
to expose the Conservatives’ shallow narrative and show the electorate that we have a
positive plan for the future.
Isabel Summers

Vale
Since the last edition of Germinal, Brussels
Labour was sad to hear of the death of two
comrades - Michael Cendrowicz and Stuart
Hercock. Both were well-known and wellloved figures in Brussels, and will be sadly
missed. Our condolences go to their families.

A

fter the formal AGM had finished,
we had a speech from and exchange
of views with Joaquin Almunia, the
Commissioner for Competition.
Commissioner Almunia outlined his views on
the upcoming UK General Election, and his
views on the role of the centre-left in
Europe during the economic crisis.
He said that nationalism and populism had
taken hold at national level, so we need
social democracy to assert itself at European
level in order to put in place progressive
solutions to economic problems. We can be
idealistic and optimistic, but it must be
rooted in realism if centre-left parties are to
gain support.
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2009 John Fitzmaurice memorial lecture John Monks

Europe: what now?

I

n October 2009, Brussels Labour was
privileged to have John Monks, General
Secretary of the European Trade Union
Confederation, deliver the annual John Fitzmaurice Lecture.
Speaking after the Irish ‘yes’ vote, but before the Czech government had agreed to
back the Lisbon Treaty, John addressed the
question of where Europe might be heading
in the months and years ahead, viewed from
his background of a lifetime commitment to
trade unionism, to EU integration, and to
trying to ensure that the EU is a project to
which people in the street will commit.
Not surprisingly, he identified many problems – economic, environmental and demographic, presenting great short and longer
term challenges for Europe. He spoke mostly
on the first issue – economics, noting the
huge impact of the crisis, and the real risk
that David Cameron would succeed in blaming the government for it, glossing over the
role of the financial markets. Part of the
problem was that Labour’s previous admiration for the City of London makes it difficult
to admit it had given it too much reign.
International pressure to pronounce the end
of the crisis and cut public spending was
dangerous - a premature move by the US
Congress to balance the books in 1937 killed
the recovery, and the recession did not end
until World War Two. Fear of the debt was

exaggerated, said John - if
we have a normal recovery,
the debt will diminish remarkably quickly. John cited
19th century historian Thomas Macaulay, who said:
“At every stage in the growth of that debt it
has been seriously asserted by wise men
that bankruptcy and ruin were at hand; yet
still the debt kept on growing, and bankruptcy and ruin were as remote as ever.”
He considered David Cameron and George
Osborne to be dangerous; they would cause
a depression on a 1930s scale. And there is
also a European dimension to the crisis.
Countries now look for national rather than
EU solutions with notable current examples
in the automobile and banking sectors.
In the union field, their support for free
movement of labour would come under
pressure. He cited the strikes in Lincolnshire
about British jobs for British workers, the
risks of nationalistic responses to rising unemployment, and the problem where workers from poorer EU countries can undermine
conditions in ‘social dumping’. It had long
been the ETUC’s ambition to achieve protection against such social dumping. But they
had worked pragmatically: with widely varying standards of living and productivity in
Europe, uniformity was not possible. However, it is clear that running a single market

with free movement across 27 national industrial relations and social security systems
is not sustainable, with the crisis increasing
tensions.
But Europe’s left was failing to attract support, when it should be in the ascendant.
We know that raw and unregulated free
market capitalism has precipitated the
greatest post-war economic crisis – so why
was the message not getting through? He
suggested the problems were in part due to
the success of centre-right politicians
(Merkel and Sarkozy) in adopting socially
sensitive policies, implementing tougher
regulation to curb ‘Anglo-Saxon’-style capitalism, and adopting a Green agenda.
Finally, John cited the dangers (subsequently
thankfully avoided) of Czech President Klaus
delaying ratification of the Lisbon Treaty
until after the British General Election, if the
Conservatives were to win and have an early
referendum on the Treaty.
Keir Fitch
To read the complete text of John Monks’
speech, and for more information on the
John Fitzmaurice lecture, please visit the
Brussels Labour website: brusselslabour.eu
Following the election, John Monks was
made a peer. Dianne Hayter, formerly of the
EPLP, was also made a member of the Lords.

Branch meeting Jason Anderson, WWF

Turning up the heat at climate change talks

O

n a cold Wednesday evening in
January, Jason Anderson of WWF
came to speak to Brussels Labour
on the hot topic of climate change.
Just seven weeks before, Jason had been
part of WWF’s delegation to the Copenhagen talks – a conference that was widely
recognised to have failed in achieving a
proper framework to address climate
change and its potential consequences.
Jason’s presentation outlined some of the
political and practical reasons why the talks
failed, from the botched presentation of
proposals by the Danish government (which
chaired the talks), to the inhospitable facilities and access (the UN’s responsibility).

Queues to enter the venue were lengthy even people scheduled to make presentations could not reach the podium in time.
Random rules were in place, and unpredictability reigned. There were too few hotels;
the WWF team slept four to a room (a nighttime fall over a colleague giving Jason a scar
that acts as a physical reminder of the talks).
As for the negotiations, Jason saw some
basic problems: the issues are too political
for bureaucrats; too technical for politicians.
There was not enough progress on an agreement before leaders arrived at the summit.
Timing was not respected (Hugo Chavez
spent ten minutes on a ‘passing comment’
that was as lengthy as other leaders’

speeches). Denmark did not line up its allies.
WWF will try to keep governments to their
‘agreed outcome’ as if it were a legal deal. A
+2oC limit on temperature increases was
agreed (although with no clarity on the
baseline), as well as commitments on transparency and on deforestation. Jason also
highlighted 2.7 gigatons of CO2 loopholes;
Sweden wanted carbon credits for savings
on projected emissions, which Jason characterised this as “predicting doom, delivering
disaster – and wanting credit for it”.
Overall, it was an unsatisfactory outcome
and process – despite, as Jason noted, the
welcome leadership of the Labour government in Europe.

Visit our new website at brusselslabour.eu
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Sister party perspective

Standing in the
Brussels regional
elections

R

unning in the 2009 regional elections
in Brussels was a fascinating experience. It was my second campaign,
having run for the regional elections in 1999.
The elections took place in the context of
the financial crisis and its hard impact on the
daily life of citizens. My campaign therefore
focused on social issues and on how to improve the lives of residents of Brussels. Despite being a rich area and the capital of
Europe, Brussels faces serious social problems with high levels of inequality.
The PS promoted projects such as employment (especially for young people, as it is
abnormally high in Brussels), housing renovations, greater mobility, and better infrastructures for youth. With such initiatives,
significant improvements can be made in
Brussels.
We want Brussels to remain affordable for
everyone and to ensure a high quality of life.
Thanks to the actions of the Socialists, in
governments for many years, we succeeded
in renovating many of the poorer neighbourhoods and creating new housing. A lot remains to be done, however, so were we
campaigning energetically to promote our
values and our project.
The campaign was a very hard one. There
was a marked division between Left and
Right, as well as strong opposition from the
Liberals, who were hoping to gain power in
the region.
Despite these challenges, the Socialist Party
had positive results. We sent a clear message of the necessity of strong public services and financial market reform.
We pointed out the responsibility of neoliberal ideology for the crisis. Also, the Socialist Party was very clear on its intentions
to unite the Left-oriented parties and advance a progressive approach in urban policy.
The citizens understood this and supported
our messages. The PS is now in the coalition
in power, willing more than ever to make
Brussels a city with strong social inclusion,
multicultural and respectful of differences,
promoting the environment and with a dynamic economy.
That is why people voted for us!
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The German SPD
after the 2009
federal elections

O

n 27 September 2009 federal elections were held in Germany. The
SPD won 23% of the vote, with the
CDU/CSU winning 34% and the Liberal FDP,
their new coalition partner, winning 15%.
The SPD lost 11.2% of votes compared with
the last federal elections in 2005. The party’s
total number of votes has fallen from 20m in
1998 to 10m in 2009. It is the worst result
for the SPD in a federal election in the history of the Federal Republic of Germany.
What are the reasons for this and what does
the future look like for the SPD in Germany?
The SPD lost in all ages and professional
categories, but especially among young voters - the most alarming signal.
Of course, the SPD was already in a difficult
situation before the elections. The SPD was
in government without having the bonus
that the party of the chancellor normally
has. Chancellor Merkel seemed to be the
most moderate candidate that the CDU/CSU
has ever presented, and this caused a transfer of votes from the SPD.
On the other hand, The Left (Die Linke)
gained 3.2% more than in the elections in
2005. A lot of former SPD voters have
switched to Die Linke, not only due to the
coalition, but also the Agenda 2010 social
reforms (affecting in particular unemployment benefits and health insurance) initiated under Chancellor Schröder.
What is the perspective for the future of the
SPD? Frank-Walter Steinmeier has been
elected as Chairman of the SPD in Parliament, and Sigmar Gabriel has been designated as new Party Chairman. In my opinion
it is a positive sign that the two most important positions in the party have gone to people from different backgrounds (Gabriel was
not involved in the Schröder government,
and can be seen as a symbol for a new future).
But the important thing is that the party
concentrates on the future , stops discussing
the past, and provides effective opposition
to the coalition.
Frank Michlik
The author writes in a personal capacity. The
full version of this shortened article is avail-

Views from the
Flemish socialist
conference

S

p.a, the Flemish socialist party, held its
annual conference in mid-October in
Brussels. Frazer Clarke and I took part
in the programme for international visitors.
The Party’s international secretary,
Said El-Khadraoui
MEP, chaired the
opening session, a
panel on social
democracy in
Europe. The other
panellists were
René Cuperus from the Dutch socialists (and
an unsuccessful candidate in the EP elections) and Javier Moreno, MEP between
2004 and 2009 and now Secretary General
of the Global Progressive Forum.
The central question for the discussion was
why, despite some political successes in
recent national elections (notably around
the edges of Europe – Greece, Norway, Portugal…), the overall results for socialists
were still poor. Not surprisingly there were
no clear answers, and the discussion swung
between the pessimism of Cuperus (who
saw socialism as threatened by a panEuropean populist revolt to which Christian
Democrat parties are seen as offering a
more stable solution) and the optimism of
Moreno, who pointed to the basis for the
PSOE success (a leader, a programme, a plan
to mobilise the voters – and a record of delivery once in government).
The afternoon was devoted to workshops.
One of these, on family policy, included a
speaker from the UK, Kate Green from the
Child Poverty Action Group, who reported
on the development of family-related policy
under Labour. She described the impact of
the minimum wage and of the childcare
strategy, but said that the focus on work as a
way out of poverty had meant more attention on the quantity of jobs, and not enough
on their quality. In her view, there is an opportunity for a new debate on the left on
this type of issue, especially at a time of
recession.
Belinda Pyke
The full version of this article is available on
the ‘Germinal Online’ section of the Brussels
Labour website - brusselslabour.eu
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Online campaigning

brusselslabour.eu

Getting LI to work for
overseas members

Learning the tools for
digital electioneering

Brussels Labour has launched its new website at brusselslabour.eu.

L

abour International has not functioned
as many members would have wished
in recent years, but a new committee
(LICC) is now in place and progress being
made.
► The new Secretary, Lorraine Hardy, has
tried to ensure regular contact with members. Ahead of the election, those LI members who can vote have been encouraged to
register, to donate, and to get involved in
the Party's Virtual Phone Bank. Paul Harrington (an LI member in Strasbourg) was based
at Party HQ for the campaign. The LICC also
agreed to donate £500 to the Party for the
General Election. The LICC submitted members’ suggestions for the manifesto to Ed
Miliband, along with a short general statement of LI priorities .
► A new LI website has been launched - go
to labourinternational.net/wordpress. This
was largely the work of Jeremy Millard, but
with much help provided by BL member Keir
Fitch. On the site, you can see how the network of LI ‘correspondents’ is developing,
with growing activity even as far away as
Japan and Australia. For those of you who
travel frequently, it's good to see at least a
nominal Labour presence far from home.
►As Treasurer, I have been working to finalise the 2009 accounts - these will be made
available to members shortly. LI expenditure
significantly exceeded income in the years
up to 2009, and I believe I now have most of
the information I need to study the finances
and present the figures clearly, so members
can see how money was spent.
► Dianne Hayter, of the NEC (and formerly
of the EPLP), is now an ex officio member of
the LICC.
► Lorraine and I have been working to update the membership list, and in particular
getting email addresses from those who
have not given one. Even in Brussels, there
were significant numbers of members listed
as having ‘gone away’ or lapsed. To avoid
the unpleasant experience of getting a
snotty, impersonal note from me about your
membership, please get on to the members'
section of the Party website and get yourself
up to date. It only takes a minute, at members.labour.org.uk. We have worked hard to
ensure that the Party's website is fully accessible to overseas members, and now is the
best time to start using it.
Frazer Clarke

W

ith the 2010 election set to be
the UK's first ‘e-election’, Brussels Labour got to grips with
digital campaigning thanks to tech expert
and BL member Jon Worth. Here are some of
the key online tools that Jon covered in his
presentation:
► RSS: this allows the web to come to you,
rather than trawling through lots of websites. You can subscribe to sites via tools like
Google Reader (google.com/reader) or Netvibes (netvibes.com) and save heaps of time
by grouping sources of information on one
page that is updated as the news you chose
comes in.
► Google Alerts: You can also find who is
writing about an individual candidate, and
address inaccuracies or challenge ideas written by others on the web. Don’t be afraid to
set the record straight (or get the candidate
to do it!). Even the US Air Force does it, with
specific guidelines (see http://bit.ly/jJ7o)...
► Facebook: Campaigners can join groups
and ’like’ Facebook pages of causes they
support. Facebook links people with a common interest - you only have to see how
many fans football clubs have on the site,
and we can learn from what works well on
popular FB pages.
► Twitter: Twitter is a ‘micro-blogging’ service that allows people to communicate to
the world in ’tweets’ of 140 characters. It can
be used to assess where the supporters of a
candidate are and if there are many people
who are active locally. It is increasingly a
source for news stories (and rebuttals).
► Blogging: If you don’t have a blog already,
it’s probably best to start by commenting on
others’ blogs. Blogs are highly ranked by
Google, so by producing content on blogs, it
is likely to get read. As with all interactive
media, it is crucial that you reply to people
rather than just put stuff out. You can get a
free blog at sites like Blogger (blogger.com)
and Wordpress (wordpress.com). The widely
read Labour-supporting blog, Left Foot Forward (leftfootforward.org) is keen to receive interesting EU-related content, especially about Tories in Europe.
► Wikipedia: Every candidate should have
an entry. If they don’t, offer to write it.
Jon’s presentation from the event is available on his site at techpolitics.eu/workshop.
Isabel Summers and David O’Leary

On the site, you will find information about
the branch, news on meetings, events, campaigning, Labour International, the PES and
sister parties.
You can also find information about the
Brussels Labour executive (including minutes
of meetings) and read Germinal - including a
new ‘Germinal Online’ section, where you
can read articles before they go in the newsletter, and full-length versions of pieces for
the print newsletter. You can also join Brussels Labour online via the site, and there is
information about donating to our campaign
fund.
All new articles appear on the front page and you can even sign up for an RSS feed
(see left) to get the latest directly in your RSS
reader. Have a look around - and please give
us your feedback via the ’Contact us’ page.
If you’re on Twitter, you can follow us
@brusselslabour. And we’re on Facebook go to http://bit.ly/9AF1GQ
The old ’.org’ website will re-direct to the
new website - but please be sure to change
any bookmarks to the old site.

Next events
8 June: Labour Party leadership meeting
with David Miliband
1845 at Square Ambiorix 6, 1000 Brussels
RSVP to secretary@brusselslabour.eu

12 June: FIFA World Cup event with Democrats Abroad - England v USA on big screens
2000 at Espace 53, Parc du Cinquantenaire

23 June: Branch meeting with Commissioner
Maria Damanaki
2000 at Arthur’s, Rue du Treves 26, 1050 Brussels

14 July: Summer Social
From 1930 at Rue Alfred Giron 10, 1050 Ixelles.
Keep an eye on brusselslabour.eu for news of
other potential Labour Party leadership events.

Membership
If you have not yet done so, please remember to pay your subscriptions for 2010 (€25
waged, €5 stagiaire/unwaged).
Membership form:
brusselslabour.eu/membership
Bank account:
BNP Paribas Fortis 001-1128765-52
If you have recently changed your postal contact
details, please let us know:
secretary@brusselslabour.eu

Visit our new website at brusselslabour.eu

