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	Brussels Labour Executive Committee

Minutes
Wednesday 6 October 2010
Mark’s, Avenue d'Aout 4, 1200 Brussels, Tel: 0495 25 80 85


1. Apologies: Jo
2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
Minutes approved. 
Exec vacancy: November Exec meeting will discuss co-opting a new (F) member to the Exec.
3. Reports from officers and correspondence

a. Chair: Belinda noted the meeting with Commissioner Damanaki had gone well, she had written to thank her, and BL had posted the speech on the website.

The conference fringe meeting had been extremely successful with 250+ attending.  Emma Reynolds had been an asset on the platform.

Andy Burnham had indicated he could be ready to speak at the branch, when he was next in Brussels perhaps probably in Feb. Charles Grant would also be keen to visit.
b. Secretary:  Reported 9 new members since the previous meeting, and 115 members now fully paid up.  Emma contacts new members by e-mail and will provide them with a full calendar of our activities at the same time.
c. Treasurer and membership:  All accounts are in credit and Dave O’L has now transferred the files to Keir.  Emma asked that she get monthly reports of those who had paid their subs.
4. Branch meetings and other events in 2010
· Wednesday 13 October - JF Lecture (Martin Westlake) – arrangements for this were discussed (but subsequently had to be completely revised due to last minute unavailability of The Centre)
· Wednesday 10 November – Quiz (Michael Cashman to compere) – The Staff
· Wednesday 1 December – Exec Christmas dinner

· Wednesday 8 December – Christmas Social – David & Jo’s
· Wednesday 23 March – AGM. Chair explore possibility of having Commissioner Füle as speaker
· Timetable for other meetings in early 2011 to be set at November Exec
It was agreed that we should nominate a photographer for each speaker meeting.
6. Party conference 2011
Since the Party centrally appeared to want the breakfast to focus on international rather than EU issues, it was agreed to see if LI would take over sponsorship of it: Exec will review whether Brussels branch could do a different event with another group.

7. Communications, website, mailings
David was praised for the recent edition of Germinal.  The website is up to date but there appeared to be a problem with the redirection of the email from the old account.
8. Sister parties and LI

· Jo will propose a new joint meeting of the sister parties, building on last year's success, possibly with Poul Nyrup Rasmussen.
· Frazer reported on the LI activities at conference.  He noted the Party centrally was prepared to consider giving it CLP status.

· The accounts had been presented at the LI meeting at conference but were being disputed by certain former members of the LI Exec.
8. AOB

9. Next meeting: Tuesday 9 November @ Belinda's
