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	Brussels Labour Executive Committee

Minutes
Wednesday 12 January 2011 at 20:00
Frazer’s – Rue Alfred Giron 10, 1050 Ixelles, Brussels; tel: 0476 239 127


1. Apologies: Belinda, Mark
2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising:  minutes approved.
3. Reports from officers and correspondence

a. Chair: Belinda has received expressions of interest to speak to the branch from Wayne David, Emma Reynolds, Jan Royall, Ellie Reeves and Cathy Ashton. Belinda to follow up with Wayne David. Keir to follow-up with Cathy Ashton. All other items covered elsewhere.
b. Secretary and membership: Emma will provide a list of who is responsible for what on the Exec. It was agreed that future meetings will be communicated to the Exec via Outlook invitations. All other items covered elsewhere.
c. Treasurer: The accounts are in credit and the Treasurer now has the account-related bank card. David, Frazer and Keir will cover the overspend from the 2010 John Fitzmaurice lecture. 
4. Branch meetings and other events in 2011
· Wednesday 26 January: Linda McAvan – David to Chair, Mark and Keir to take photographs.
· Wednesday 9 February: Sister Parties event will take place on Thursday 10 February and will replace the BL branch meeting.  Jo to confirm details.
· Wednesday 23 March – AGM: Commissioner Füle has agreed to speak.
· Jan Royall - Belinda to propose dates for a branch meeting: Thursday 3 March, Thursday 14 April, Wednesday 20 April, Thursday 21 April.
· Wednesday 29 June Exec meeting is cancelled.

· Michael Foster has asked to meet the people who helped in his election campaign – Jacqui to contact James Royston to organise a dinner for those who contributed.

· It was agreed that Keir and Mark will be responsible for taking photos at all branch meetings for the website and for Germinal.

· Arthur’s will no longer host evening events and so Emma will explore alternative venues for the regular branch meetings.
5. Vacant Exec position: It was agreed that a new member will not be co-opted but that we will wait until the AGM to elect a new Exec member.
6. Party conference 2011: 
· Members of the Exec will be at Party conference.

· Frazer will propose to the EPLP that LI sponsors the EPLP breakfast meeting at conference instead of BL, as the Tuesday morning meeting is not optimum for BL.
· BL will offer to sponsor the EPLP Sunday lunchtime meeting, in conjunction with Labour Movement for Europe (LME). David and Jo to discuss with Richard Corbett and to put him in touch with Belinda and Emma.

· Belinda and Emma to follow-up with Brian Duggan.

7. Partnership into Power consultations

· It was agreed that Mark will be asked to brief the Exec at the next meeting and to lead a policy forum to provide input into the LP Partnership into Power consultations.

· Ellie Reeves to be invited to a branch meeting, for BL to input into policy consultation [Post-meeting note: Ellie has agreed to come to come to Brussels for the Wednesday 29 June branch meeting].

8. Communications, website, mailings: Next edition of Germinal to be published before next branch meeting. Some articles still to be delivered to Dave as Editor – all have been informed and agreed to send articles asap.
9. Sister parties and LI: Frazer provided an update of recent LI Exec actions and agreements.
10. AOB: There was no additional business.
11. Next meeting: Thursday 3 February @ Dave & Emma’s - David to Chair as Belinda away
