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	Brussels Labour International Branch

Annual General Meeting 2011
DRAFT Minutes
Wednesday 23 March 2011
Carpe Diem, 13 Avenue de Tervueren, 1040 Etterbeek, Brussels


Attendance:

The 24 members present at the Annual General Meeting were: Jeff Bridgford, Patricia Cendrowicz, Frazer Clarke, David Earnshaw, Emma Eatwell, Nicholas Elles, Isobel Findlay, Keir Fitch, Glyn Ford, Jacqueline Hale, Sara Hammerton, Rosemary Hindle, Toby Johnson, Mark Major, Simon Mordue, Tom Morgan, Kieran O’Keeffe, David O’Leary, Alejandro Olmos, Angela Pollitzer, Belinda Pyke, Mike Ridgway, Josephine Wood, Peter Wragg.
1. Apologies for absence: 
Apologies had been received from: Tom Barry Braunthal, Charlotte Billingham, Maggie Coulthard, Iona Hamilton, Arlene McCarthy, Christopher Wilkinson.
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 14 April 2010 and of the Extraordinary General Meeting of 15 September 2010: 
A request was made for the EGM minutes to be amended to reflect that Keir Fitch was elected as Treasurer. The AGM minutes and amended EGM minutes were adopted.
3. Officers’ reports for 2009 / 2010
a. Chair: The Chair had submitted a written report in advance.
b. Secretary: The Secretary summarised her written report, which had been submitted in advance.
c. Treasurer: The Treasurer summarised his written report, presented the budget for 2010 and proposed the budget for 2011. Keir thanked David O’Leary for acting as Treasurer until the EGM, following Isabel Summers’ departure. He highlighted the increased income due to an increase in membership and the donations to candidates for the UK General Election. Keir also mentioned that the Executive had proposed a new category of €300 to cover travel costs, if necessary, for visiting speakers. He orally amended the draft budget 2011, inserting €600 for the cost of a fringe event at the 2011 Labour Party conference. 
4. Approval of 2010 accounts and Auditors’ report
Mike Ridgway thanked Frazer Clarke for all his work and perseverance ensuring that the accounts of LI are in good order.

Peter Wragg asked the branch to close the separate ‘Campaign Fund’, as it has no legal meaning. He also asked the new Executive Committee to rectify the subscriptions that are still paid in a conversion of BEF. He also requested the Committee to remove the Married Members rate, as this category is no longer necessary.

The accounts, as verbally amended, were approved.
5. Election of the Executive Committee and Auditors
Committee

Nominations had been received for:

Officers: Chair – Keir Fitch; Vice Chair – Jo Wood; Secretary – Emma Eatwell and Treasurer – Belinda Pyke.
Committee members: Frazer Clarke, David Earnshaw, Isobel Findlay, Jacqueline Hale, Mark Major and David O’Leary
Non-Committee posts

Auditors: Mike Ridgway and Peter Wragg.

The Executive Committee, as nominated, was elected. A vote of thanks was given to Mike and Peter as Auditors and to Belinda Pyke and David Earnshaw for their years of service as Chair and Vice-Chair respectively.
6. Adoption of political resolutions, etc.
No items had been received.
7. Subscriptions 2011 / 2012
Subscriptions for 2011 / 2012 were retained at €25 waged and €5 unwaged.

The married rate was officially removed some time ago and all members still using it will be asked to change their subscription.

All members still paying the rate as a direct conversion from BEF will be asked to amend their payment. 
8. Affiliations
No items had been received.
9. Proposals to commit expenditure exceeding €500
The Executive proposed €600 to be put aside for a fringe event at the 2011 Labour Party conference.

A budget of €600 will also be required for the John Fitzmaurice Lecture, as Brussels Labour will have to pay for the meeting room.
10. Labour International
Frazer Clarke provided an overview of the current activities of Labour International and reminded the branch that nominations for LICC close on 1st April 2011.
11. Sister Party activities
An update had been provided by the Secretary. Thanks went to Jo Wood for all her work in improving relations with sister parties in the past year.
12. Any other business

There was no other business.
Emma Eatwell, Secretary Brussels Labour
