ISLE OF DOGS, LONDON

DN THE ROAD TO SUPPORT MARTIN SCHULZ IN AACHEN

ERMINA

WITH DAVID.BOWE IN®*YORKSHIRE

ELECTION CAMPAIGN
REVIEW SPECIAL

THE MAGIC FOUR

Labour did very well in London, and we were
there! We had a beautiful sunny day’s
campaigning in Hackney.

| had not been canvassing for a while so |
wondered how it would be. First lesson:
logistics are important. It took us ages to
find the right road ! But then we proudly
joined up with four London candidates -
Claude Moraes, Mary Honeyball, Lucy
Anderson and Seb Dance.

We knocked on doors in a real professional
way with clipboards and voter information
prepared by the campaign organisers.
Second lesson: half the people are always
out shopping. Most doorstep chats were
quick and to the point, getting the vote out.

Seb Dance, our youngest candidate was
wondering if he would squeeze in with the
fourth place: the polls were looking just
enough but it was going to be tight.

Then he hit on a Lib Dem supporter who was
wavering. “l am thinking of voting Labour to
keep out UKIP here”. Seb was very charming,
going to pick up the cat from the front
garden. Third lesson: do what it takes to win.

We drove down to Hackney market on the
campaign mini-bus and had a comradely
lunch in a Turkish eatery. Plenty of time to
chat with Claude and Mary about life as an
MEP.

You get used to the travelling but the media
back home freezes you out. | was so
impressed by how they juggled deep
expertise in policy subjects together with real
life politics.

In the afternoon we dove into the colourful
and atmospheric  market. Fourth lesson:
local politics comes first. This was a real
Labour area, people wanted to kick the
Tories out. And they had clear expectations
about their Council. The issues were the
local mayor, the schools and health.

A stall keeper at the end of the market took
my European leaflets and said, “We need an
extra toilet here. Everytime | need to go to
the toilet | have to go up to the top, I close
the stall and I lose custom. | expect you to
put a new toilet here.” The local team and |
assured her we would follow up.

Well done to our four candidates who were
all successful. Good job to our other
candidates who were out there spreading the
word and building support.

Martin Dawson
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