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 GENERAL ELECTION 2015 

Letter to Brussels Labour members from Jo Wood, Chair (reproduced) 

 
My dear friends and comrades, 
 
The result in the general election was really devastating.  Not only was it bad for Labour, it will have a major 
impact on the United Kingdom's relationship with the EU. I am sure that you have all reviewed and looked for 
explanations about what went wrong. But this is not my reason to write to you.  
 
I want to thank everyone for all your support during the campaign. Brussels Labour was present in at least 8 
different constituencies across the UK, actively campaigning with candidates, their teams, as well as the Labour 
Movement for Europe (LME) and of course our MEPs. It was a real success and I hope you will take some 
pleasure in knowing that Brussels Labour really made a positive contribution to the campaign.  I hope, that with 
your active support, Brussels Labour will continue to be active in future campaigns (and I hope you can all 
guess where I am going with this...). 
 
The Executive Committee met last week and agreed to learn from this experience and then move on. We have 
a significant challenge on our hands: 
-the Party is now in the grips of a leadership contest; 
-very soon, the new Conservative government will announce an in/out referendum; 
-the referendum could be as early as next year. 
 
We all agreed that Brussels Labour needs actively to contribute to ensure that the pro-European Labour 
message continues to be heard within the Party and in the run-up to the referendum. During our Branch 
meeting on 3 June, we would like to have a discussion about the election and lessons learnt. Then we would 
like to discuss what and how Brussels Labour can contribute to the referendum 'in' campaign.   
 
Here are a number of ideas that I would like you to consider in the context of the discussion on Wednesday 3 
June. Brussels Labour can contribute to the referendum in the following ways: 
 
Staying in touch with the Party: I will write to Iain McNicol at the Party to offer our help and support.  We need 
all your help to convince our Party and our country about the value of being in Europe and the importance of 
fighting for this in the referendum. We also need to let them know that most Europeans do not want to see the 
UK leave the EU club, but are not prepared to give in to UK demands... 
Linking into the EU 'in' campaign: we will link up with the LME and Labour organisations that are already 
coordinating to organise the 'in' campaign. I hope to have more news about this on 3 June. 
Leadership contest: we will invite all candidates to speak to Brussels Labour. We all have a vote and we should 
make sure that we use this vote to pick a candidate that has a pro-European Labour vision. 
Membership drive: we would like to recruit new members to the Labour Party (deadline 12 August 2015).  
EU expertise: we will offer our EU expertise. Brussels Labour members can help by going home and speaking to 
local CLPs and branches.  We also need to collect easy/simple facts which we can communicate (via social 
media).  I must stress that we now need to take action, and not just talk about it. It would be great if we could 
all commit to doing something, however small.  We can discuss this on 3 June. 
Voting rights in the referendum: we will work with Labour International to ensure that as many of us as 
possible can actually vote in the referendum. 
Sister parties: our friends in sister parties are very keen to keep the UK in the EU and have already contacted 
me with offers of help.  We will follow this up. 
Events: Every BL event will promote the 'in' messages. This includes Branch meetings, conference and the John 
Fitzmaurice Lecture. 
 
Finally, we can't do this without you. We need your help to convince our party and our country about the value 
of being in Europe. I think we can win this - but it won't be easy.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you 3 June to discuss all this and hopefully more, 
 
Jo Wood, Chair, Brussels Labour 
18 May 2015 
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BRISTOL CAMPAIGN WEEKEND 

 

Thangam wins in Bristol West 

 

Thangam Debbonaire, MP for Bristol West, on the campaign trail 
 
 

 

 
Brussels Labour in action with Thangam Debbonaire and 

Clare Moody 
 

In a night of otherwise disappointing results, it was 
great news to hear that Thangam Debbonaire, won 
the seat of Bristol West.  She ousted the 
incumbent Lib Dem and increased Labour's vote by 
8%.  Brussels Labour supported her campaign, 
knocking on doors, over a weekend in April. 
 
It was good to see South West MEP Clare Moody 
on the campaign trail.  Also  
Hadleigh Roberts, a candidate in last year's 

European elections and a keen PES activist, helped 
to coordinate Thangam's campaign. 
 
Brussels Labour is proud to have campaigned for 
Thangam, a fantastic candidate, dynamic and keen 
to make a real difference to the lives of all the 
people in Bristol West.  We know she will do a 
fantastic job as an MP and wish her the best of luck 
in the Commons!  

Maureen Hick 
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ELECTION CAMPAIGN WEEKEND //  LONDON 

 

London called, Labour came out  

 
Impressive turnout in Stroud Green 
 
 

Campaigning in Hornsey, Wood Green, Finchley 
and Golders Green was a completely different, but 
enjoyable, experience to what I am used to in my 
own constituency, Newcastle Central. I could really 
see how Labour unites this country from north to 
south, I realised that no matter which constituency 
I am campaigning in, we all truly stand for the 
same egalitarian principles of building a better 
Britain. 
 
We canvassed as a team with a sense of united 
purpose. There was a lot of enthusiasm for Labour 
and lots of positive energy about Ed Miliband and 
his enhanced profile and performance in the media 
over the past few weeks. 
 
Furthermore, I was impressed how well organised 
the campaign sessions were and that made it a 
very productive session. 
 
Gabriella Giovinchi 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Giampi and me, on the back streets of Hornsey and 
Wood Green, met a proud old Sicilian-origin man  
who had turned his front garden into a magnificent 
artichoke patch. His son was voting Labour but 
'somebody' had told him he couldn't vote because 
he was over 75 years old... 
 
Martin Westlake 
 

 
 
 

       Brussels Labour campaigning with Mary Honey Ball 
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ELECTION CAMPAIGN //  SOUTH EAST 

 

 
Ed Miliband delivers  a stirring speech in Hastings  college 

Tales from the doorstep 

 

“It’s the battle between good and evil…it’s as 

simple as that..” – the words of a Labour 

campaigner in Hastings on the weekend 

before the election.  Just one example of the 

passion and commitment of the volunteers we 

met during Brussels Labour’s visit to Dover, 

Hastings and South Thanet over the last 

weekend before the General Election , 

working tirelessly to secure a Labour victory. 

Our visit began in Dover on Friday, canvassing 

on behalf of the Labour candidate Clair 

Hawkins – going door-to-door asking if people 

would be voting Labour the following 

Thursday. What was striking amongst the 

small number of houses visited was how many 

people professed not to be interested in the 

election at all – perhaps an indication of the 

widely-reported cynicism and indifference 

towards politicians and the political process.  

Saturday morning saw us in Hastings, and 

unexpectedly the opportunity to see and hear 

Ed Miliband in person encouraging local 

Labour Party members and volunteers to 

make one last effort to convince as many 

people as possible to vote Labour to secure a 

Labour government.  It was therefore with 

increased energy and motivation that we went 

canvassing in the centre of Hastings and 

leafletting in Rye on Saturday afternoon in 

support of the local candidate Sarah Owen – 

however, it was clear the idea of the SNP 

holding a Labour government to ransom was a 

real fear amongst the voters we spoke to, and 

was preventing the messages about important 

Labour policies from being heard. 

On Sunday we headed to Sandwich, to 

support Will Scobie’s efforts to win Thanet 

South for Labour and prevent Nigel Farage 

from being seventh-time lucky in his efforts to 

gain a UK parliamentary seat.  Just as in Dover 

and Hastings all the volunteers we met had 

spent many hours knocking on doors and 

leafleting and were hopeful their efforts 

would pay off as they entered the final days of 

campaigning. 
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Although we woke up on the 8th May to an 

election result we neither wanted nor 

expected, we at least had the privilege to 

meet many committed individuals, dedicated 

to making their own contribution to the fight 

for social justice and who will undoubtedly 

keep that fight alive over the next five years. 

 

Rosemary Hindle 

 
Even if it's just by one vote, we can make a 
difference. I can think of a few examples but I 
remember one woman that would have certainly 
voted UKIP had we not been there to canvass. I 
spoke to her for five minutes, saw that she was 
hungry for change and explained what Labour was 
offering. This wasn't solely me giving up my time 
though, I think I really benefitted from having 
almost random conversations with people in many 
constituencies - I was able to get a feel for what 
people's concerns were and understand how what 
we do in Brussels relates back to the UK. 
 
Simon Budden 
 
 

One of the best things about campaigning was 
meeting other party members in UK.  Also, the 
warmth of our welcome and thoughtfulness of the 
people we met, for example at the social event in  

 
Deal and the spontaneous last minute lunch in 
Thanet. Being part of the event in Hastings- seeing 
Ed speak. The commitment and fortitude of the 
candidates. 
 
Lots of admiration for Anneliese, who was 
tirelessly campaigning, who we kept running into 
whatever town we were in. Enjoyed getting to 
know better some fellow Brussels labour people. 
Came away wishing I had been able to participate 
in the other campaign weekends. Would certainly 
do it again. Enjoyed the sense of a common cause. 
 
Sue Davies and Paul Hodson 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Brussels Labour with Clair Hawkins  
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 Branch meetings and other events in 2015 

Wednesday 3 June 

Wednesday 1 July   Summer Social  

12 September   Special Leadership Conference 

Wednesday 23 September  

Sun 27 to Wed 30 September  Labour Party conference 

Wednesday 21 October  John Fitzmaurice memorial lecture (tbc) 

Wednesday 18 November 

Wednesday 9 December  Winter Social (tbc) 

 

 

 

 

  
Germinal 
 
 
Editor Martin Dawson 
Email  germinal@brusselslabour.eu 
 
All views expressed in Germinal are those of the 
authors, and not necessarily those of Brussels Labour 
or the Labour Party. 
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