
 

Brussels Labour Executive Committee 
 

Minutes 
Wednesday 1 June 2016 

 
1. Apologies: Belinda Pyke 
 
2. Minutes & action points of the last meeting and matters arising: Minutes agreed.  
 
3. Reports from officers and correspondence 
 
a. Chair 

 Jo thanked Keir and Anjali Mukhi for the organisation of the cross-party fundraiser which took place on 25 May. Keir 
had written to David Harley to thank him for speaking at the event on behalf of Labour. The Committee also 
recorded thanks to Frazer Clarke for donating books for the raffle.  
 

 Gordon Brown had spoken at a referendum event in the European Parliament on 25 May.  
 

 Jo and some Committee members had met recently with Ferenc Gyurcsány, former Prime Minister of Hungary.  
 
b. Secretary  

 There are some bouncing email addresses in the mailing list. Isobel asked Committee members to check if they have 
up-to-date email addresses for the members involved.  
 

 Other points taken under later agenda items. 
 

 
c. Treasurer 

 Belinda had submitted a written report in advance of the meeting. 
 

 Accounts in credit. 
 

 All the books have now been sold. Jo gave a book to Commissioner Moscovici.  
 

 The book has not yet been uploaded to the website.  
 

 
d. Membership secretary 

 There have been three membership enquiries this month which Sue has followed up.  

 It was agreed to discuss the reinstatement of membership form on the website at the next meeting. 

 Sue and Isobel will discuss separately the settings on the membership email account. 

 There was a discussion regarding membership of the Branch/LI and inclusion on the mailing list, and it was agreed 
to return to this matter at a later meeting.  

 
 
4. Branch meetings and other events in 2016 
 

 Branch policy discussion – early June: it was agreed that given the 8 June deadline for submission of documents to the 
National Policy Forum, it was too late to organise a Branch meeting. The Committee would submit to Labour International a 
document to respond to the Productive Economy consultation, the draft having been prepared by Jos.  

 

 Referendum polling day – 23 June: A GOTV session in north London (probably Islington North constituency) is being 
organised.  The campaign fund will be available subject to AGM spending limits. Isobel will send a final reminder to the 
Branch and will contact participants regarding the arrangements.  
 

 Referendum night Brussels: alternatively for those staying in Brussels, the French PS Branch in Brussels will be organising a 
meeting and drinks on the night of 23 June, to which Brussels Labour members will be invited.  



 Wednesday 29 June – Branch meeting: it was agreed to organise a post-referendum meeting jointly with the GMB Brussels 
Branch, at 19:30 at FEPs. The EPLP would also be invited. Jo will get the refreshments: budget agreed at 60 EUR with honesty 
box.  
 

 Wednesday 13 July – summer social. Maggie and Peter have agreed to host. Belinda will get shopping: budget agreed at 120 
EUR.  
 

 John Fitzmaurice Lecture 2016: it was agreed to discuss this matter after the referendum. 
 
5. EU referendum 

 

 Campaign weekend: 18-19 June – Oxford: Rosemary is liaising with the office of Anneliese Dodds regarding the 
arrangements for the campaign weekend. Isobel has sent a save the date and reminder mail to Branch members. Rosemary 
and Isobel to liaise re participants and arrangements. 
 

 GOTV London: 23 June: discussed under item 4 above.  
 
6. Communications, website, mailings, Germinal 
 

 The next edition of Germinal to be prepared for the summer social and would be a referendum special. Martin will 
collate the campaigning reports and requested that photos of the campaign trail be sent to him for inclusion in the 
newsletter.  
 

 Tomas and Jos will meet to discuss the handover of the website.  
 

 The next mailing will cover reminders about the campaigning weekend and GOTV and save the dates for the Branch 
meeting and summer social, and reminder about LI conference delegates. Isobel would also circulate to members the 
information from the Electoral Commission regarding regional declaration times throughout the night and early 
morning.  

 
7. Sister parties  
 

 Paul had represented Brussels Labour at a PS event on 4 May on the subject of the UK referendum. 
 
8. LI and 9. LP Conference 
 

 The Committee thanked Charlotte Billingham, LICC Treasurer, for coming to the meeting to discuss these items.  
 

 Jos will be the LI sponsored delegate for Party conference this year. LI has 9 delegates in total, and after the internal deadline 
for expressing interest, there remain places for 3 female self-sponsored delegates. Charlotte will check the final deadline for 
submission of delegate names to the Party.  
 

 LICC would be organising a second Harry Shindler lecture this year, and speakers were being approached and confirmed.  
Harry Shindler had sadly lost his voting rights appeal to the Supreme Court, but his Petition had recently been heard in the 
European Parliament's Petitions Committee.  
 

 As regards the proposed LI-LME-Brussels Labour fringe event, the Committee agreed on the general theme of "Where next 
for Europe" and Jos would take forward the arrangements on behalf of Brussels Labour.  
 

 There was a general discussion about the LI Facebook closed group. Tomas agreed to liaise with Charlotte regarding a 
possible moderation policy.  
 

 It was agreed that the funds raised from the fundraiser on 25 May would be given to Labour International to donate to the 
Labour IN campaign.  
 

 This year's LI members' weekend would take place in October in Wiesbaden, Germany. Co-Chair Dalvir Singh has good links 
with the local SPD and is organising the programme. 
 

 LICC would be running an online poll regarding LI's nominations for the NEC.   



 
 
10. AOB: none.  
 
11. Next meeting: Wednesday 20 July @ Martin 


