
 

Brussels Labour Executive Committee 
 

Minutes 
Wednesday 20 July 2016 

 
1. Apologies: Jos Gallacher, Tomas Spragg-Nilsson, Paul Hagan 
 
2. Minutes & action points of the last meeting and matters arising: Minutes agreed. There is one Brussels Labour @40 book 
remaining. This could be given to the speaker at this year's memorial Lecture. The book is in fact on the website but should be in 
a more prominent place where it can be more easily located.  
  
 
3. Reports from officers and correspondence 
 
a. Chair 

 Jo thanked the Committee and all Branch members for their huge efforts and dedication throughout the 
referendum campaign. Despite the deeply disappointing result, Brussels Labour can be proud of their contribution 
to the campaign.  The Committee also discussed the very challenging situation the Party now finds itself in following 
the referendum and recorded the need for solidarity and unity after the leadership election in September.  
 

 The Committee also expressed their deep sadness at the death of Mike Ridgway, who had been an active and loyal 
member of the Branch and its auditor for many years. Members of the Committee and Branch had attended the 
memorial service and funeral. It was agreed that a tribute to Mike should take place at a suitable event in the 
coming months, to which his family would be invited. A proposal for a more permanent tribute would be made to 
the AGM. 
 

 The Committee with much sadness also had to note the death of Jo Cox MP. Many Branch members had attended 
the Brussels tribute on 22 June. It was noted that members could donate to the Jo Cox memorial fund.  
 

 Jo was sad to inform the Committee that Tomas would be leaving Brussels in September. The Committee expressed 
their warm appreciation to Tomas for his work on the Committee, particularly on communications. It was agreed 
that an Extraordinary General meeting should be convened in September to elect a new member to the Committee.  
 

 Jo thanked all Committee members who had helped with the organisation of the Branch meeting on 29 June, and to 
Richard Corbett MEP for coming to speak to the Branch.  
 

 The Committee also thanked Maggie Coulthard and Peter Wragg for hosting the summer social on 13 July.  
 

 
b. Secretary  

 Isobel will contact campaign weekend and GOTV participants regarding applications for campaigning grants, in line 
with the decision of the AGM.  
 

 A number of messages of support for the Branch had been received post-referendum from friends of Brussels 
Labour and the Committee recorded their appreciation for this. 
 

 Isobel and Sue will discuss the mailing list after the summer.  
 

 It seems that many LI members have yet to receive their ballots for the NEC elections. Isobel will raise this matter 
with the Party.  

 
 

c. Treasurer 

 Accounts in credit. 
 

 Brussels Labour will co-finance a fringe event at Conference with LI, up to a maximum of 600 EUR.  
 

 
 



 
d. Membership secretary 

 There have been nine membership enquiries this month which Sue has followed up.  

 Sue is also going through the membership database to identify lapsed members.  

 Sue will also write to new LI members regarding membership of Brussels Labour.  
  

 
4. Branch meetings and other events in 2016 
 

 Thursday 29 September: it was agreed to hold a meeting with sister parties to discuss the referendum. Isobel will check 
venue. Arrangements to be finalised at the next meeting.  

 

 John Fitzmaurice Lecture: Jo is looking into a possible speaker for the John Fitzmaurice (Brussels memorial) Lecture in early 
September.  

 
 
5. Communications, website, mailings, Germinal 
 

 The Committee thanked Martin and Rosemary for preparing the latest edition of Germinal which had been published in 
time for the summer social.  
 

 The Committee thanked Rosemary for agreeing to take over responsibility for the website.  
 

 Sue, Martin and Tomas had met to discuss making Germinal more agile through the use of mailchimp and moving 
articles to the website on an ongoing basis (and then directing traffic there through Facebook and twitter). Sue, 
Rosemary, Martin and Paul to discuss this further.  

 
6. Sister parties  
 

 Paul had submitted a written report in his absence. He has recently attended meetings of the Italian and German sister 
parties.  

 
7. LI and 8. LP Conference 
 

 Details of the LI annual weekend in Germany in October had been circulated by LI Secretary Lorraine Hardy.  
 

 The joint LI-BL Conference fringe event "Inside Europe – outside the EU" would take place on the Sunday of Conference. 
There are already a number of confirmed speakers and Jo will speak for Brussels Labour at the event. The LI AGM and Harry 
Shindler lecture would also take place at Conference.  

 
9. AOB: dealt with under other agenda items.  
 
10. Next meeting: Wednesday 7 September @ Jos 


