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A cause for celebration?
June 9th 2017 proved to
be a day far beyond all
our expectations.
Unfortunately, this still
meant coming a close
second to the Tories, but
the very fact that the
Labour party still
credibly existed, with
more parliamentary
seats than it began the
election with, was a
huge relief to many of
us.
There are still lots of questions that need to be asked: how do we keep young voters
engaged? How do we adapt our campaign to win against a functional Conservative
campaign? How long do we have to make these decisions?
No doubt throughout the year we’ll hear more opinions about what went right, what
went wrong, and where we go from here, but for now, let us enjoy the almost-victory, and
the prospect of a Labour government sooner rather than later.

A Real Labour Victory
If we turn our eyes to Malta we have a real excuse for a celebration. On June 3rd they also
had an early general election. But, the decision to hold this was made by the Labour
party, who returned to power they already had, with 55% of the vote.
Elections seem like a completely different game in Malta. Firstly, there is a real two party
system, with the Labour Party and the Nationalist Party as the two choices. But secondly,
to an outside observer, it does not seem like politics as usual.
Indeed, one of our members who was in Malta at the time said tourists kept assuming it
was some sort of football celebration, and asking if the national team had won a match
that day.
The energy and enthusiasm Maltese politics fuels were not lost; voter turnout this
election was 92%, a figure we can only hope for in the UK.
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Alain Hutchinson – May meeting
Brussels Labour were delighted to welcome
Alain Hutchinson, former MEP and Brussels
Commissioner to Europe, to our meeting in
May.
Hutchinson spoke about the process of
Becoming Belgian, a useful discussion for
many of our members who are not yet
residents.
One recommendation he made in the wake
of Brexit was for those working in the
institutions to apply for a standard ID card,
rather than the Special ID that administrative staff organise. Although this is a little
more trouble to do, he said it was incredibly valuable when applying for residency, as
time spent here on a Special ID will not count towards the 5 or 10 years needed.
Hutchinson also encouraged our members to get involved in Belgian political life, not
least because it is a good way to prove integration in your local community. With local
elections coming up, it’s the perfect time to get involved. And remember—if you’re
registered here, you can vote in them!

Parti Socialiste

Following its 7 June branch meeting,
inviting members of the French Parti
Socialiste to share views on the French
Presidential and Parliamentary elections,
Brussels Labour welcomes Labour’s gains
in the 8 June general election.
During the branch meeting, entitled “A
tale of two parliaments; the elections in
France and the UK and what they could
mean for Europe” attendees discussed
the elections in both countries.

The Great Get Together

Jo Leadbeater (who later became Jo Cox) lived in Brussels for nearly five years. She
loved the city and her work in the European Parliament for Glenys Kinnock MEP and
then heading up the office of Oxfam International. There are many people in Brussels
who knew Jo from that time and many more who have been touched by her life and
her values which have become more widely known since her murder in 2016.
One year on the family and friends of Jo decided to mark the anniversary of her death
by coming together across communities to celebrate the fact that we have “more in
common than that which divides us”. It is this humanity that Jo showed in her life and
her work that her murderer tried to silence - he may have taken Jo from us but her
voice is louder and clearer than ever.
Over 120,000 events took place across the UK, and in Parc Leopold in Brussels about
300 people came together to share a sunny afternoon picnic, cakes, circus fun, music,
face-painting and simply being together. Thanks to Bruxelles Ville for the support and
also to European Women’s Lobby, Oxfam International and Amnesty International
Belgium for their logistical and moral support. For photos of the event check out the
Facebook page: The Great Get Together Brussels.
Suzy Sumner
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Remembering Julian Priestley

Like so many of Julian's friends, I often find myself wondering what he would have had
to say about the general election and the aftermath, about the passion which Jeremy
Corbyn showed in the campaign but failed to show in last year's referendum
campaign, or about the latest series of House of Cards, against the backdrop of a US
President who confounds the limits of fictional credibility on an almost daily
basis. And I'd love to have heard his take on the rise of Macron but the crumbling of
his cabinet.
The passage of time makes his early death harder, not easier, to bear as we are
continually reminded of the loss to us individually and, collectively, to the social
democratic and European cause. And our loss is nothing compared with that borne by
his husband, Jean Schons.
Julian's parcours is described by Julian himself on his website : julianpriestley.eu and
in the Guardian obituary https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/27/sirjulian-priestley-obituary.
In this edition of Germinal, we have more personal contributions from just a few of the
Brussels Labour members who knew him well as well as from Tony Blair.
Julian was a long-standing supporter of Macmillan Cancer Support and donations can
be made in his memory via Justgiving:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/belinda-pyke3
Belinda Pyke
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A Truly Exceptional Man
It was with great sadness that I heard of Julian’s death. Julian was a truly exceptional
man, someone I always found to be courteous, kind and wise. Throughout his long and
immensely productive career he not only was an efficient and respected public servant,
he championed the values of social democracy and showed that you could be part of the
bureaucracy but still with a beating heart.
Tony Blair

Political Pioneer
I first heard about Julian when I was at university, which he had graduated from just before I
arrived. But he had been President of seemingly everything that I got involved with, from the
Oxford University Labour Club, the Oxford Committee for Europe and the debating Union. He
had left a strong impression and older student activists constantly talked of him.
I first actually met him at a rally for Europe in Trafalgar Square during the 1975
referendum, in which he led the Youth for Europe campaign. His speech to the rally outperformed the previous speakers, Ted Heath, Roy Jenkins and Jeremy Thorpe.
That started a 42 year friendship. We worked together, of course on, Europe (we both
became Presidents of the Europe-wide Jeunesse Europeenne Federaliste and later were
both in the EP secretariat and then the Socialist Group Secretaraiat, where I became
Deputy Sec Gen after he left the Sec Gen job). But it was not just about work or
Europe: Julian was always great fun to talk to about a zillion subjects. His knowledge of
popular music was legendary and he could name every song that had topped the hit
parade from the 1960s to at least the 1990s!
Although he had several opportunities to enter British politics – and with his grasp of
issues, his mellifluous voice and his good looks, he would have reached the highest
levels – he chose to dedicate his career to Europe, and in particular to building a
democratic Europe with a central position for the elected European Parliament.
Julian was for ten years the Secretary General of the European Parliament – the highest
ranking EU civil servant – having risen through the ranks of the Parliament secretariat.
This long and distinguished career included heading the budget committee secretariat
when the EP rejected the budget for the first time ever, being elected by EP staff to head
the staff committee (and leading the staff on a strike), becoming Director of
parliamentary committees, five years as Secretary General of the Socialist Group, chef
de cabinet to Parliament President Klaus Hänsch, and finally an acclaimed Secretary
General of the Parliament itself.
He will be remembered as one of the Brits who helped build the EU, sadly just as it
seems likely that Britain will leave.
Richard Corbett
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Parliament’s Dumbledore
For most of the British Labour staff in the European Parliament, Julian Priestley was a
shining example of how to marry civil service professionalism with deep political
commitment. We were lucky to have him: in 1983, if it hadn't been for the party
splitting, he would surely have been elected to represent Plymouth. In the 1990s, he
actively chose to pursue his European role, declining the opportunity to be head of
office for the first Labour Prime Minister in a generation. It was an active choice, from
the conviction that inspired all of us that the future of Labour and Social Democracy
passed through Brussels..
He continued to pursue the same convictions throughout his retirement: just one of
his many activities during this time was conceiving, promoting and provoking the
party politicisation of the election of the President of the European Commission.
For such a central figure to the UK's and to Labour's history in the EU, he remained
approachable and, while he was not one to suffer fools gladly, he was always willing
to invest time, energy, heart and good
humour into advising friends and, as I
discovered even the most junior of
colleagues. This at a time when most of
the big beasts of the Party were seeking
out his counsel on matters European. I
am sure he would have been particularly
delighted with the high turnout for
Labour by young voters in this last
election that sadly he missed.
When Julian retired following ten years
as Secretary-General of the Parliament, it
felt as though Hogwarts had lost its
Dumbledore, that the reassuring figure
who would ensure that everything would
be for the best in the end was no longer
there, and that we all had to take on a
responsibility, that we weren't ready for.
Fortunately, he was present as a mentor
and as a friend for a decade to follow. But
as we head into uncharted waters for
Britain in Europe, his loss will be ever
more keenly felt by all who knew him.
Patrick Costello
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Author and Teacher
Proud to be a distant relative to the great ‘J B’, Julian resembled him in several ways; the
passionate socialism, the authoritative oratory, the always distinctive voice and the
writing. In 2008, one year after retirement, Julian published his seminal, Six Battles that
Shaped Europe’s Parliament, an eye-witness account of the battles that asserted the
Parliament’s place in the EU’s institutional constellation and democratised the Union
itself. Several collaborative publications followed. In 2012, friend and colleague Stephen
Clark and Julian jointly authored the highly enjoyable and richly illustrated Europe’s
Parliament: People, Places, Politics. In 2013, with a view to the 2014 elections, Julian,
together with friend and former Labour MEP Glyn Ford, edited the more polemical Our
Europe: Not Theirs, assembling several friends and colleagues who ‘all believe that
Labour must now urgently flesh out a European agenda … radically different from the
one being followed by the conservative majority in Brussels.
After the 2014 campaign, in which Julian played an important role in Martin Schulz’s
team, friend Nereo Penalver Garcia and he published The Making of a European
President. In parallel, Julian authored/co-authored, several influential papers with Notre
Europe.. The ;last, co-authored with Nereo, ‘European political parties: learning from
2014, preparing for 2019’, published in May 2015, will be relevant for a few years yet!
Then there was the blog – required reading for anybody seeking illumination about the
best – or the worst (he was a brilliantly trenchant critic) – way forward.
His last post, ‘Macron – The Choice for Europe’ was published on 29 March this year.
How sad that Julian did not live to see his vision become reality! Last, but not least,
there was Putsch, a racy political thriller (‘Principle, Ambition, Compromise, Intrigue,
Threats, Sex… Well, That’s Politics’), the story of ‘Raphael Sinclair and the insurgency he
leads to transform politics in post New Labour Britain.’ Alas, we will never be able to
read the promised sequel. Sadly, the career in which Julian might have excelled the most
proved to be the shortest; as a professor at the College of Europe in Bruges. Teaching
together with Nereo, Julian was an immediate success and it was a blow when illness
obliged him to withdraw after just one year. Julian was surely only at the beginning of
an illustrious career in the academic and literary world. We have lost, far too early, a
natural authority.
Martin Westlake
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Karaoke King
While Julian was born an English Social Democrat he died a European one. In the era
of globalisation it was, for Julian, as important to pick the right battleground as the
right fight. The battleground was the European Union and the first fight was to
enshrine democracy at its heart, providing the stage on which the struggle for
liberty, equality and solidarity could be fought out.
Success was to see his beloved Parliament in 2014 turned into the Electoral College
for Europe's President, victory would have been to see a Socialist candidate elected
in 2019.
Julian was for anyone who ever lost to him at Scrabble - and most did - a bad winner,
but good loser. He would have been staggered by Jeremy Corbyn's General Election
success that he never forecast or expected, but delighted to have been proved wrong
in the interest of the Party he loved, and to see the beginning of the end of May, the
Tories and austerity.
Julian was a voracious reader, especially political biography, with an enthusiasm for
Gore Vidal that extended beyond his American Chronicles to the further shores of
pseudonymous racy thrillers, a studied antipathy to football - even if he always knew
Plymouth Argyll's latest travails and scores - and, post-retirement, the author of a
series of well-crafted books and articles. While on a trip to Japan with President
Hänsch, he adopted a hostility to 'the raw eggs of male fish' for lunch
counterbalanced by a love for the custom and practice of karaoke. Lennon and
McCartney would never quite sound the same again.
The BLG and friends have lost a remarkable comrade whose work will travel with us
and help us as we attempt to mitigate in the coming months and years the self-harm
of Brexit inflicted by Cameron sacrificing Country for Party.
Glyn Ford

Pro Europa
Shortly after it became clear that a referendum on British membership of the
European Union was coming, Julian became one of a small group that led the creation
here in Brussels of Pro Europa. For Julian it was necessary above all to campaign
against the possibility that the UK could embark on the bizarre, myopic and probably
fatal escapade of turning away from political Europe.
Dedicated to creating a campaigning voice, a venue and a political space for pro
Europeans – whatever their party or of no party – Pro Europa aimed fundamentally at
fighting the disengagement of the UK from Europe . And over time the organization
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became a lively and vibrant movement with a significant voice, based here in
Brussels yet heard and influential among the other pro-European groups in the UK.
Pro Europa may not have been influential enough of course: the Remain campaign
was too narrowly economic and negative. But this was not Julian’s way: he always
sought to campaign positively and to emphasize the need to engage with voters
throughout the UK about the strategic importance of working together in Europe
for peace, prosperity and security. His vision was for a deeper Europe, a political
Europe - ideas that were ultimately all too disregarded during the ill-fated
referendum campaign
The members of Pro Europa came from all walks of life. Pro Europa under Julian’s
leadership was not just for the fonctionnaires -- it was a campaigning home for all,
for stagiaires to directors-general, for concerned workers with no connection to the
EU, for anyone frankly who wanted to see the UK continue to play its part. In a
united Europe. Julian’s leadership inspired Pro Europa. In many respects his voice
will continue to guide.
One area worth singling out: Julian was uncompromising about the imperative for
fonctionnaires to make their voice heard in defence of the Union and the UK’s role
within it. For Julian, EU civil servants’ duty of loyalty to the Union always over-rode
the desire of Commission reputation managers that they remain invisible in the
face of the most profound rupture that the Union has ever faced.
According to Julian, we are privileged to live and work in Brussels, to be part of the
European project. But equally, we have a shared responsibility to work and to
campaign for the unification of our continent.
David Earnshaw
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After a very tough couple of weeks, I
was apprehensive about knocking
on doors in Tooting, but I quickly
realised that I had nothing to worry
about. The small team of
campaigners from Brussels Labour
were joined by a very friendly group
of local Labour party members, who
were instantly welcoming and
encouraging.

Brussels Labour
campaign in
#GE2017
The response on the doorstep was broadly very
positive, with a noticeable generational divide:
Older voters were frequently sceptical about
Corbyn’s stance on nuclear weapons, his alleged
connections to the IRA and Hezbollah and his
economic policies on taxation and redistribution.
However, the vast majority of younger votes had
been enthused by JC’s campaign and put off back
the lacklustre performance of the Tories.
In the end, the energetic local campaign of Dr
Rosena Allin-Khan saw the junior doctor double
her votes and increase her majority. I was glad
to work with Brussels Labour to be a tiny party
of that victory.
Alastair Bealby
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This time I could stand the hope
– lessons from the election
On Thursday evening, a group of around 20 Labour staffers sat in my front room in
Brussels. The clock was about to strike 10.00pm UK time. In a few seconds we were
going to hear the results of the exit poll…
Earlier a friend of mine had tweeted me with John Cleese’s classic line from
‘Clockwise’: “It’s not the despair… I can take the despair. It’s the hope I can’t stand.”

I know what he meant. In the previous week, one outlying poll, using a brand new
methodology, had suggested that we were on course for a hung Parliament. It sounded
too good to be true. And yet… And yet… It was the hope I couldn’t stand.
We’d been here before, as well. Two years ago, we expected to see Ed Miliband on his
way into Number 10. By 10.01pm, that dream had died. A year later, we were together
again to see if we had done enough to convince British voters to stay in the EU. The
hope was there… and then, once more, it was dashed.
So you could forgive us for clutching our glasses tightly, teeth clenched, peering
worriedly at the screen as Big Ben sounded 10 o’clock… and the screen turned a
familiar Tory blue. “We are predicting the Conservatives will be the largest party,”
intoned David Dimbleby. A groan and a resigned sigh around the room. It had
happened again.
And then a small voice of hope from somewhere at the back: “Hang on: ‘largest party’?
So they haven’t got a majority? It’s a hung parliament?!” Maybe this was going to be a
good night!
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And it was. Anneliese Dodds, my fantastic MEP boss, turned an impressive 15,000
majority into an astonishing 23,000 one and became the new MP for Oxford East.
Labour won back seats in Scotland that were supposed to have been lost for a
generation. We held on in Edgbaston, in Exeter, in Ilford and in Hove. Not only that,
we won new seats – in Reading, in Plymouth, in Canterbury… in Kensington, for
Christ’s sake. The constituency in which the Daily Mail’s office is situated now has a
Labour MP!
Now, as the dust is starting to settle, I think there are three important things to say.
1. Jeremy Corbyn is owed an apology, and a lot of credit…
I don’t think I’m alone – and I certainly shouldn’t be – in saying that I misjudged
Jeremy Corbyn. While I never joined in with, nor approved of, the vehement
criticism of him from the moment he was appointed leader, I hadn’t voted for him
and I did harbour real doubts about the direction he was taking the party in.
Like a lot of people I thought there were some central truths about how modern
political campaigning works. It is infinitely harder, the accepted logic goes, to
persuade a non-voter to get out and cast their ballot than it is to change the mind of
someone who already votes and bring them over to your cause. Non-voters will
only let you down. They’ll come to a rally, they’ll retweet and ‘like’ to their hearts
content, they’ll even tell pollsters that they are “definitely” going to vote, but when
it comes down to it they’ll stay at home and do something else instead.
We were wrong. Corbyn, and his team, saw the untapped potential in a lot of those
non-voters, and developed a strategy to get them out – by delivering a message of
hope, by being unapologetically authentic and honest, and by challenging accepted
wisdom rather than being resigned to it.
2. But we mustn’t forget that we still didn’t actually win…
Those who harboured doubts about Jeremy Corbyn aren’t the only ones who need
to show a little humility, though. Yes, the Labour results of 2017 are a massive
improvement on those of 2015. But certain truths are unavoidable.
Theresa May is still the Prime Minister. The Conservatives are still in power. Worse
still, they are reliant on the deeply unsavoury DUP to stay there.
So we can’t just say we did really well and leave it at that. We fell short of the line,
and in some pretty generous circumstances at that. I think it’s safe to say that we
are highly unlikely to ever face such an inept, uninspiring Tory party campaign
again. They will raise their game ahead of the next election, and we need to as
well. Moving on from New Labour doesn’t have to mean throwing out absolutely
everything from the Blair and Brown years. We still need a professional
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communications outfit; we still need proper message discipline; we still need to
think and act strategically. None of those things involve compromising our values.
In fact, they’re how we put our values into practice.

Brussels Labour offers congratulations
to ex-MEPs Anneliese Dodds and Afzal
Khan, who were both elected to
Westminster.

3. And we need to start doing some serious thinking…
We need to build on last week’s good news. That means considerably stepping up
policy development. The 2017 Labour manifesto was good. It set out a range of
policies, which were progressive, popular, and easy to explain on the doorstep.
But it was also quite conservative. It was a long list of promises, with little in the way
of an overarching narrative to tell the country who we are as a party. It didn’t have a
clear sense of prioritisation – which were our headline pledges, and which were the
smaller ones supporting them? The promises didn’t always pass that key test of
meaningful politics: that it shouldn’t be difficult for a sensible person to at least set
out a dissenting view. If all you’re saying are things that are generally accepted to be
reasonable, then you’re not really challenging yourself or taking tough decisions.
The UK faces some immense tests over the coming years: leaving the EU; adapting to
climate change; the challenges that automation and casual employment pose to
working people; the crisis in social care; stateless terrorism; rebalancing our
economy geographically and sectorally; devolving power in a meaningful way. If we
are honest with ourselves, we haven’t started to scratch the surface on many of these
issues yet.
I don’t mean to take away for a moment from Thursday’s immense, unpredicted
success. But it’s only half the battle. We have to use the coming months and years to
show that we are not just a viable, energetic opposition. We need to push on and
show that we are in fact the natural party of government.
To use what seems like an appropriate word – we have the momentum. We now
have to build on it.
Adam Terry
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