
 

 

 

Brussels Labour Executive Committee 
 

Minutes Wednesday 9 January 2019 

 
1. Minutes & action points of the last meeting and matters arising 
   
David will contact Charlotte Billingham to ask if she .was happy to be co-opted for the remaining Executive Committee mandate  
 
Rosemary to contact Peter Wragg to ask him to lead a review, in conjunction with members of the Executive Committee on BL 
relationships with Labour International.          
 
The minutes were approved 
       
2. Reports from officers and correspondence 
 
a. Chair  

The Chair noted the recent BL events – the pub quiz and social as well as his recent New Year message. He added that 2019 
will bring significant changes if the UK decision to leave the EU goes ahead, and suggested it would be appropriate to have a 
discussion about the future of the Branch, which was added to the agenda.  
 
 

b. Secretary 
The Secretary’s report was covered in other agenda items.  
 

c. Treasurer 
The Treasurer reported the accounts were in credit.  The pub quiz raised 450 euro, with a further 165 euro from the raffle at 
the Winter Social, which meant that BL has reached its fundraising target.  The accounts regarding the Labour party 
Conference fringe event still needed to be finalised.   
 

d. Membership Secretary 
Jo reported that she has now gained access to Membersnet and together with Isobel will contact the new LI members in 
Belgium to ask if they are interested in joining the Branch. Isobel will update the list of members paying via the bank account 
in time for the AGM 
 

3. Branch meetings and other events in 2019 
 

a. Branch Meetings  
23 January: Rosemary has contacted the GMB about the possibility of having a joint meeting on the theme of British 
Workers after Brexit, and will contact Jude Kirton-Darling MEP as a possible speaker.  Rosemary will also contact 
Charlotte about finding another venue as FEPS is unavailable.  
 
b. AGM | 20 March: It was suggested to invite all MEPs to the AGM.  A decision will be taken at the next meeting 
 

                 c. John Fitzmaurice lecture   
It was agreed to contact Lord Andrew Adonis as a possible speaker for the John Fitzmaurice lecture, to take place at 
the end of February, if possible   
 

d. 29 March: different ways of marking the formal departure of the UK from the EU were discussed, but a decision was 
postponed until the next meeting. 

 
 
4. Future of Brussels Labour 
 

David opened the discussion by remarking that the UK’s imminent departure from the EU means that there will need to 
be a discussion within the Executive and with the Branch on how this will affect the Branch’s programme and ways of 
work.  It could also be an opportunity to develop closer links with the sister parties, especially in Belgium. Jo added that 
the Branch also has a responsibility to its members to provide information where it can and a support network during 



 

 

these difficult times. He suggested having a specific Executive Committee meeting to discuss these issues, and then 
initiating a wider discussion at the Branch meeting on 24 April to identify what BL members want. Jos agreed to draft a 
paper for the next Executive meeting to start the discussion. 

 
.                             
5. Labour Party Conference 
 

It was decided to organise a fringe event at Conference as at previous years – given the current discussions on Brexit in 
the Labour Party, it was more important than ever to talk about the value of Europe and to raise the profile of the 
Branch. Jos agreed to draft an outline questionnaire on organising Conference fringe events, to which other Committee 
members involved in the organisation would also contribute.  

 
6. LI 

The Committee agreed to continue to follow the ongoing Democracy review in Labour International and take 
appropriate action as required.  
 

7. Sister parties  
   
              Jo will circulate the invitation received from the PS.   

 
7. Communications  
 

Simon will put the Chair’s New Year message on the website  
 

8. Date of next meeting 30 January at 7.30. Tom to host  


