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John Howarth became an MEP in June last year, after the snap general election 

saw the departure of Anneliese Dodds to Westminster. In our April meeting, we 
heard about John’s experiences so far from an MEP, including the strange feeling 
of coming to Brussels knowing your time is limited. Nevertheless, John has been 
incredibly active since taking up his post, making the most of the opportunity of 
being in the European Parliament before we leave. We’re also lucky that he’s 
another MEP who is not afraid to call out the pitfalls of Brexit. As we creep ever 
closer to March 2019, it’s crucial that people like him are speaking out, and 
Brussels Labour looks forward to hearing more from him 

 
There is a long process which leads up to the policy-making decisions at Annual Conference each 
year. Most of the preparatory work up is done in the National Policy Forum. This year the NEC has 
decided that the NPF’s eight policy commissions will each concentrate on a single topic which the 
Party’s front bench teams have picked as priorities for policy development. These include Early Years, 
Education and Skills, Economy, Environment, Health and Social Care, Housing, International 
development, Justice and Home Affairs and Work, Pensions and Equality. 
 
Brussels Labour is lucky enough to have one of its members, Jos Gallacher, serving on the Economy, Business 
and Trade Commission, and in May Jos led the discussion on Brussels Labour Submissions to the National Policy 
Forum. We’d like to thank all those who came along and participated in the discussion last month, especially 
those who submitted drafts to Brussels Labour. 
 
Brussels Labour has made four submissions to the NPF. These were on the Environment, International 
development, Work, Pensions and Equality, and Brexit. We will be sending round links to read the submissions 
online in our next email. 

 
 
 
 

Just in time for the Council summit when the UK was supposed to have found a solution on the Irish border, 
Brussels Labour heard from its very own Paul Hagan. We heard not just about the impact of Brexit on the 
border in Ireland, both in relation to goods and the Common Travel Area, but also on how it has affected the 
Republic of Ireland. It was fascinating to hear the process, and a good reminder that politicians still aren’t 
talking about this as much as they should be. The meeting came just as revelations came out about possible 
collusion between DUP, the Leave campaign and Cambridge Analytica.  

 
At the meeting we also passed a motion reaffirming Labour’s six tests for a Brexit deal and the decision of part 
conference in 2016 to gain approval for the final settlement through Parliament, and potentially through a 
general election or referendum. The motion also calls for our branch delegates to party conference to vote in 
line with these goals. 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                            MEETINGS 

April: John Howarth 

May: National Policy Forum 
Submissions 

 

June: Brexit and Ireland 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/David-Burnside-Putin-Russia-DUP-Brexit-Donaldson-Vincent-Tchenguiz
https://www.opendemocracy.net/David-Burnside-Putin-Russia-DUP-Brexit-Donaldson-Vincent-Tchenguiz


 
 
 
 

.Members of Brussels Labour were part of the over 
100,000 strong rally in London demanding a People’s 
Vote. Rather than asking to redo the referendum, the 
People’s Vote UK campaign focuses on making sure 
the public get a final say on the Brexit deal.  
 
When the UK voted in 2016, all that was on 
the table was in or out. Yet there was no 
discussion of what voting out would look 
like. Some did so to fund the NHS, a 
promise broken a day after the campaign. 
Some believed we would stay in the Single 
Market and Customs Union, which the UK 
government has now said we will leave.  

 
All these decisions will have a huge impact on the UK for decades to come. It’s time the people got a real say 
on their future, once the terms are known. This is why our members joined the demonstration to call for a 
People’s Vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brussels Labour members travelled across to 
London in May to campaign for Labour in the 
local elections. 
 
We went to both Islington and to Wandsworth, 
and are pleased to announce that in Islington, 
Labour won its biggest share of the vote since 
1974, with 61% of all votes cast in the borough. 
 
Although we didn’t see the same level of success 
in Wandsworth, which was Conservative 
controlled before and remains so, Labour did 
increase the number of seats it has on the council 
by 7.  
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Did you know non-Belgians could make up almost half of Ixelles voters if they registered? 
 
Even though the elections aren’t until October, the deadline to register to vote is the end of July. You can do 
so by filling out the form attached to the back of the germinal and sending it to your commune along with a 
scan of your ID. 
 
We are excited to announce that some of our members are standing as candidates in the local elections. 
These are Keir Fitch for Etterbeek and Jo Wood for Brussels. If you’re interested in becoming a candidate, it’s 
not too late! Just let us know your commune and we’ll put you in touch with your local PS or SPA branch. 
 
If you’re not sure where to send your voter registration form, here are the addresses of all the communes: 
 
Anderlecht: Adm. Comm. d'Anderlecht - Service population (affaires électorales) - Rue Van Lint 8, 1070 Bruxelles 
 
Auderghem: Adm. Comm. d'Auderghem - Service Elections - Rue Emile Idiers 12, 1160 Bruxelles 
 
Berchem-Saint Agathe: Adm. Comm. de Berchem - Aff. du Citoyen/Aff. électorales - Avenue du Roi Allbert 33, 1082 Bruxelles 
 
Bruxelles-Ville: Ville de Bruxelles - Cellule élections - Boulevard Anspach 6, 1000 Bruxelles 
 
Etterbeek: Admin. Comm. d’Etterbeek - Service Affaires électorales - Avenue d'Auderghem 113, 1040 Bruxelles 
 
Evere : Adm. Comm. d’Evere - Service Support Secteur Citoyen - Square Servaes Hoedemaekers 10, 1140 Bruxelles 
 
Forest : Adm. Comm. de Forest -  Service Affaires du citoyen - Rue du Curé 2, 1190 Bruxelles 
 
Ganshoren : Commune de Ganshoren - Service population - Avenue Charles Quint 140, 1083 Bruxelles 
 
Ixelles : Commune d'Ixelles - Direction population - Chaussée d'Ixelles 168, 1050 Bruxelles 
 
Jette : Commune de Jette - Service population/Affaires électorales - Chaussée de Wemmel 100, 1090 Bruxelles 

 
Koekelberg : Commune de Koekelberg - Service Affaires électorales - Place Vanhuffel 6, 1081 Bruxelles 
 
Molenbeek : Adm. Comm. de Molenbeek-Saint-Jean - Service éléctions - Rue du Comte de Flandres 20, 1080 Bruxelles 
 
Saint-Gilles : Adm. Comm. de Saint-Gilles - Service Affaires électorales - Place Van Meenen 39, 1060 Bruxelles 
 
Saint-Josse : Commune de Saint-Josse - Service Population - Avenue de l'Astronomie 13, 1210 Bruxelles 
 
Schaerbeek : Adm. Comm. de Schaerbeek - Service élections - Place Colignon, 1030 Bruxelles 
 
Uccle : Adm. Comm. d’Uccle - Service des Affaires électorales - Place Jean Vander Elst 29, 1180 Bruxelles 
 
Watermael : Commune de Watermael-Boitsfort - Service population - Place Antoine Gilson 1, 1170 Bruxelles 
 
Woluwe-Saint-Lambert: Adm. Comm. de WSL - Service Population/élections - Avenue Paul Hymans 2, 1200 Bruxelles 
 
Wolowe-Saint-Pierre : Adm. Comm. de WSP - Département population/état civil - Avenue Ch. Thielemans 93, 1150 Bruxelles 
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Party conference is fast approaching and your committee has been busy ensuring that Brussels Labour’s 
presence will be felt. This year, we have been working with the Labour Movement for Europe to host an event 
on the Sunday of conference. Our aim is to encourage people to consider the importance of contemporary 
motions on Brexit. We will be sure to inform you of the details as soon as we have them!  

We are also happy to announce that Rosemary Hindle and Imogen Tyreman from Brussels Labour have been 
elected to go as Labour International delegates.  

If you want to come as a visiting delegate, there is still time to register until 3rd August. Please let us know if you 
plan to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As you know, 2018 is the centenary of the end 
of World War I. To mark the occasion, Brussels 
Labour is planning a trip to the Ypres 
battlefields on Sunday 16 September.  We are 
organising a coach from Brussels to Ypres and 
a guided tour - and family and friends of 
Brussels Labour members and supporters are 
also very welcome.  Depending on numbers 
the cost is likely to be between 25-40 euro per 
person. To help with planning, if you would 
like to join us, please contact 
secretary@brusselslabour.eu, so we can get 
an idea of how many people would like to 

come.  

 
 

 
Richard Corbett gave the first annual Julian Priestley 
Memorial Lecture in London. He began with a tribute to 
Julian; his achievements, his vision, his humanity. He then 
went on to talk about what Julian would be fighting for 
today we get ever closer to BRexit, finishing by saying “He 
would above all say that nothing happens by just waiting for 
it to happen and that every one of us in this room must get 
active, get out there, argue, debate and campaign. Starting 
now.” 

 
You can read the full speech here: http://www.eurolabour.org.uk/julian-priestley  
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Labour Party Conference 

Ypres 

Julian Priestley Memorial Lecture 

mailto:secretary@brusselslabour.eu
http://www.eurolabour.org.uk/julian-priestley


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Eight months and five resignation threats after 
David Davis was first 'on the brink of 
resigning', the Brexit secretary finally 
announced his resignation on Sunday, and was 
shortly followed by Boris Johnson, Steve 
Baker, as well as a few Parliamentary Private 
Secretaries. 
 
Theresa May didn't have many choices for 
replacing those who resigned, but still managed to 
pick some of the worst options available, 
particularly in her appointment of Dominic Raab as 
the Brexit secretary. 

 
Raab has made countless blunders in statements about the EU over his career, demonstrating either a wilful 
intention to mislead the public of complete incompetence in understanding how the EU works.  
 
He has berated EU rules for forcing the UK to shara data, yet this is vital for security across Europe; EU 
countries share data about suspected criminals with each other to enhance our fight against crime and 
terrorism. 
 
He also stated that the EU stops the UK from deporting criminals, clearly unaware of the European Arrest 
Warrant, which has allowed the UK to deport some 6,500 criminals without facing delays caused by 
burdensome red-tape. 
 
Now, Raab is the person the UK is relying on to secure a good deal for security cooeration post-Brexit. 
 
Raab has also been extremely uncommitted to facts in other areas, making claims such as the EU is violating 
international law, immigration has forced house prices up by 25%, and anyone can buy EU citizenship for just 
over £3000.  
 
These outrageous claims would be more at home as headlines from the Mail or Express than in the mouth of a 
senior cabinet minister, though I appreciate there seems to be a brief to follow the lead of such papers lately. 
 
On top of all this, Raab was a Campaign Coordinator of Vote Leave, which is currently under investigation by 
the Electoral Commission for criminal offences committed during the referendum relating to misspending and 
collusion. The fact that May thinks it's appropriate to appoint someone who was involved in an organisation to 
'bring back sovereignty' to the UK is extremely worrying. 
 
It's not just Raab's view of the Eu that's worrying, though. He has also claimed foodbank users suffer from a 
'cash flow problem', doesn't support the Human Rights Act, wants to make it easier for firms to sack people 
and think feminists are obnoxius bigots.    
 
Not only is Raab not someone who should have been given the role of negotiating Britain's future relationship 
with the EU, he's not someone who should have been given any role in cabinet at all. 

 
 
 

                                     COMMENT 

Raable-Rouser 

https://doorstepeu.richardcorbett.org.uk/behind-headlines;search=21834044/c/0/i/9517057/eu-rules-force-uk-share-data-or-let-terrorists-really#article
https://doorstepeu.richardcorbett.org.uk/behind-headlines;search=21834044/c/0/i/9636418/eu-stops-us-deporting-criminals-really#article
https://doorstepeu.richardcorbett.org.uk/behind-headlines;search=21834044/c/0/i/9547753/eu-violating-international-law-really#article
https://doorstepeu.richardcorbett.org.uk/behind-headlines;search=21834044/c/0/i/9547753/eu-violating-international-law-really#article
https://doorstepeu.richardcorbett.org.uk/behind-headlines;search=21834044/c/0/i/21498461/immigration-pushed-housing-prices-really#article
https://doorstepeu.richardcorbett.org.uk/behind-headlines;search=21834044/c/0/i/9648093/cyprus-selling-eu-passports-really#article
https://doorstepeu.richardcorbett.org.uk/behind-headlines;search=21834044/c/0/i/9648093/cyprus-selling-eu-passports-really#article
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/mar/26/vote-leave-members-may-have-committed-criminal-offences
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/mar/26/vote-leave-members-may-have-committed-criminal-offences
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xK-8n-daMmE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xK-8n-daMmE
https://rightsinfo.org/how-does-new-brexit-secretary-dominic-raab-stack-up-on-human-rights/
http://www.thenational.scot/news/16343295.raab-c-brexit-who-is-david-daviss-replacement/
http://www.thenational.scot/news/16343295.raab-c-brexit-who-is-david-daviss-replacement/
https://metro.co.uk/2018/07/09/new-brexit-secretary-dominic-raabs-controversial-quotes-feminists-foodbanks-7694384/


 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

David Earnshaw - Chair 
 

Imogen Tyreman – Vice-Chair 
 

Rosemary Hindle – Secretary 
 

Jos Gallacher —Treasurer  
 

Keir Fitch 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Germinal is edited by Imogen Tyreman. If you would like to contribute, please get in touch. 

Executive Committee: 
Brussels Labour 

Upcoming Meetings 
 
We’ll let you know 
about our first 
meeting after the 
summer by email! 
 
 
 

Membership payments 
 

To confirm your membership 
of Brussels Labour as well as 
to the Labour Party, you need 
to pay a small additional 
subscription. 
 
Unlike constituency Labour 
parties in the UK, Brussels 
Labour is entirely self-
funding, so to help support 
our activities members are 
asked to pay an annual fee of 
25 euro (waged) or 5 euro 
(unwaged/stagiaires). 
 
It’s easy to forget if you’ve 
paid or not—if you are 
unsure get in contact with Jo 
and Isobel at 
membership@brusselslabour
.eu 
 
They can send you the correct 
bank details or collect 
payment at a meeting. 

Online 
 
Website: 
brusselslabour.eu 
 
Twitter 
@brusselslabour 
 
Facebook 
Facebook.com/brussels
labour.eu 
 
Email 
secretary@brusselslabo
ur.eu 
 
 
 
 
 

Jo Wood 
 

Tom Fillis 
 

Simon Budden 
 

Eleanor Linsell 
 

Isobel Findlay 
 

mailto:membership@brusselslabour.eu
mailto:membership@brusselslabour.eu
mailto:secretary@brusselslabour.eu
mailto:secretary@brusselslabour.eu

