
 

 

 

Brussels Labour Executive Committee 
 

Minutes Tuesday 10 September 2019 
 
 

 
1. Apologies were received from Charlotte and Frazer 
    
2. Reports from officers and correspondence 
 
a. Chair  

The Chair welcomed everyone back from the summer break and took the opportunity to congratulate Charlotte and her 
partner Kim on the birth of her new baby.  
 
Secretary 
The Secretary’s report was covered in other agenda items.  
 

b. Treasurer 
The Treasurer reported that the account was in credit.  He suggested that, following the new LI rules the Committee should 
write to those who had already paid a subscription by standing order, to ask if they wished this to be treated as a donation, 
and to remind them to cancel their standing order if they did not wish this to be the case.  Isobel undertook to draft a letter 
to be sent to all members making them aware of the situation. 
 

c. Membership Secretary 
Jo presented the updated membership situation.  Rosemary noted that LI had advised that two new members had joined, nd 
would verify with LI who was responsible for writing to lapsed members.   
 
 

3. Branch meetings and other events in 2019 
 

11 September: Rory Palmer, MEP for the East Midlands had been invited to address the Branch at the first meeting after the 
summer break. Rosemary had made the necessary arrangements regarding the booking for the FEPS meeting room and Jos will 
take care of organising the refreshments. 
 
16 October: As the next branch meeting will take place the evening before the start of the October EU Council meeting, it was 
agreed to ask Sir Keir Starmer if he would like to meet the Branch and discuss the latest situation regarding Brexit.  Tom will draft 
an email for Rosemary to send – it was suggested to copy this to Richard Corbett, so he could also follow up.  
 
20 November: Pub Quiz – Tom will contact the James Joyce to book the venue, as this had proved to be successful last year.  It 
was agreed to discuss the arrangements in more detail at the next Committee meeting. 
.                            
4. Labour Party Conference 
 
Imogen is attending as part of the LI delegation. Imogen and Jos updated the Committee on the fringe event being organised in 
conjunction with Labour for a People’s Vote. Several MPs and MEPs had agreed to take part, and it is taking place on  Tuesday 
24th September at 17.30. 
 
5. LI 
 
It was noted that the LI members had voted for the motion on the Green New Deal to be submitted at Conference. The next LI 
General Committee was scheduled for 15 September. Jos, Tom and Jo, as Branch GC delegates will participate; Rosemary can 
attend as a non-voting observer.  Rosemary reported on the LI branch secretaries meeting to discuss arrangements for 
campaigning in the imminent general election.  

 
 

6. NPF  
                
Jos advised that its work on the current round of policy consultations had concluded in June.  No future meetings have so far 
been scheduled. 



 

 

        
 
 

 
7. Sister parties  
 
The PD in Brussels have invited David to speak in a debate on 29 September as part of their Festa de L’Unita on democracy in 
London and Hong Kong.   
 
They have also asked Brussels Labour if they would be interested in sharing their meeting space with them, in return for a 
contribution to the rent.  It was suggested that this could be a good opportunity to cement links with some of the other sister 
parties in Brussels, as well as securing a more permanent meeting place, which could also strengthen the branch’s presence in 
Belgium, especially if Brexit goes ahead. It was agreed to explore the proposal further, beginning with a visit to the PD’s premises, 
possibly at the next Executive Committee meeting. David will contact the PD regarding the arrangements. 
 
8. Communications   
It was agreed to increase the Branch activity on social media. Rosemary will update and circulate the Twitter password so 
everyone can tweet, and Tom will post to Facebook. 

 
8. Date of next meeting: 2 October, at the PD meeting place (tbc) 


