
 

Brussels Labour Executive Committee 
 

Minutes 
Wednesday 5 February 2020 | 7:30pm 

 
1. Apologies: David, Jo, Charlotte 
 

2. Minutes & action points of the last meeting and matters arising: minutes agreed with minor editorial changes.  
 
 
3. Reports from officers and correspondence 
a. Chair: in the absence of the Chair the Committee thanked members for all the work in organising the events around the UK’s 

departure from the European Union, and in particular David, Jo and Charlotte for organising the Place Jo Cox event on 31 
January. It was noted furthermore that the MEPs had very much appreciated the Branch meeting of 22 January and leaving 
gifts from BL.  

b. Secretary: this point was taken together with agenda item 3d on membership. There are 6 new members of the Branch since 
the election in December, Rosemary is in contact with them. LI has also set up a new email address for the Branch to receive 
information connected to the GC and LIEC meetings.  

c. Treasurer: Account in credit.  Jos updated the Committee on the unresolved account in the sum of 629 EUR for the 
Conference Fringe meeting of September 2018, which was co-hosted by Brussels Labour and FEPS. FEPS continues to insist 
on invoices relating to the registration of the event and catering and David is checking his records to find the invoices. It was 
agreed that all Committee members would also search their files for a copy of the 2018 Conference guide. Jos informed the 
Committee that there would need to be further negotiations with FEPS to try to recover as much of the debt as possible. 
However, it might be necessary to make provision for a bad debt for the full amount in the accounts to be presented to the 
AGM. Jos is checking the procedures in this regard and will keep the Committee updated ahead of the AGM.  

d. Membership secretary: dealt with under item 3b.  
 
 
4. Branch meetings and other events in 2020 

 Branch meeting 26 February at 19:30: Rosemary will confirm with the PD whether the House of European Progressives 
is available.  Tom will bring a few refreshments, budget up to 30 EUR. The main agenda item is BL participation in the 
House of European Progressives – see item 6 below. The Committee agreed to add two additional agenda items, on the 
Leadership Election and discussion of BL preferences for Leader and Deputy Leader, and report back from the LI  GC 
meeting of 16 February.  

 AGM 25 March: the Committee discussed the application of the new LI rules to the BL constitution in preparation for 
the AGM. It was agreed that two amendments to the BL constitution should be proposed: the first that at least two of 
the officer positions should be female, and the second concerning the relevant notice period for the AGM. Keir will 
prepare the necessary amendments, which will be circulated to the Branch by Rosemary (together with the AGM 
documents) at least one month before the meeting. In addition, Rosemary will make sure that an updated version of the 
constitution (including the amendments agreed at the July AGM) is uploaded to the website as soon as possible. The 
Committee also agreed to contact one potential speaker for the meeting.  

 
5. LI: the LI nomination for the Leader and Deputy Leader will be done by one member one vote. The ballot will be sent to 
members by email on 9 February, closing on 13 February. The next GC meeting will take place on 16 February.  
 
6. Sister parties 

 House of European Progressives – BL participation: the Committee agreed that the 26 February Branch meeting should 
be dedicated to a discussion on BL participation in the House of European Progressives. The vote on the proposal will be 
taken at the AGM on 25 March. It was agreed that David should prepare a business case (maximum two pages), for 
presentation at the meeting and circulation to the Branch by 24 February, i.e. at least two days before the meeting.   

 
 
7. Communications: Tom and Rosemary are trying to sort out the Twitter password. Tom will organise a communications 
meeting involving the Youth Officer and other interested members.  
 
8. AOB: none 
 
9. Next meeting: 4 March, Jos to host 


